
In America, children f ly kites for a fun 
afternoon in the park, but in Asia and 
around the world, Buddhist children f ly 
f lags for a different reason. They f ly prayer 
f lags outside of their houses in hopes that 
good things in life will come to them and to 
remember Buddhist teachings. Each f lag is covered in phrases or a picture to represent a certain fortune 
or prayer. The f lags are colored yellow, green, red, white and blue. Each color has a certain meaning – 
yellow represents the earth, green represents water, red f lags represents fire, white represents clouds and 
blue represent the sky or space. 

Buddhist believe that f lying the f lag, each with a specific drawing, will give them good fortune, happi-
ness, health, long life, protection from evil spirits and compassion as well as help them overcome 
obstacles and hard times. Many of the drawings include a white horse, a parasol, a golden fish, a vase, a 
lotus f lower, a conch shell, a knot, a victory banner and a wheel.

Because the f lags are made of cotton material, they eventually fade and wear out. Buddhists continually 
raise new f lags on special days so that their prayers can always be heard and their hopes and dreams will 
come true. 

Take time to thank God that Christians do not have to raise prayer f lags in order for God to hear 
their prayers or in order for them to receive his blessings.

Make your own Flag
To remember to pray for Buddhist, make your own prayer f lag. 

1. Print off the page with the prayer f lag. 

2. Choose one of the verses provided on the next page, and 
write it on your prayer f lag. Next, color the background of 
your f lag one of the following 5 colors: green, blue, orange, 
red, or white.

3. Say that verse as a prayer for the Buddhist people. 

4. Hang your f lag in a place where you will see it often and 
remember to pray that Buddhist will come to know that 
Jesus loves them and wants to give them eternal life. 

Prayer

Flags
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Good Fortune
Psalm 16:2
I said to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no 
good besides You."

Psalm 52:9 
I will praise You forever for what You have done. In 
the presence of Your faithful people, I will put my 
hope in Your name, for it is good.

Long Life
Deuteronomy 5:33
Follow the whole instruction the LORD your God 
has commanded you, so that you may live, prosper, 
and have a long life in the land you will possess.

Psalm 119:156
Your compassions are many, LORD; give me life, 
according to Your judgments.

Ephesians 2:2-3
Honor your father and mother —which is the first 
commandment with a promise— that it may go 
well with you and that you may have a long life in 
the land.

Happiness
Psalm 32:1-2
How happy is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered! How happy is the 
man the LORD does not charge with sin, and in 
whose spirit is no deceit! 

Psalm 5:11
But let all who take refuge in You rejoice; let them 
shout for joy forever. May You shelter them, and may 
those who love Your name boast about You.

Protection
Psalm 61:2-3
I call to You from the ends of the earth when my 
heart is without strength. Lead me to a rock that is 
high above me, for You have been a refuge for me, a 
strong tower in the face of the enemy.

Psalm 147:3 
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds.

Health
Psalm 29:11
The LORD gives His people strength; the LORD 
blesses His people with peace.

Psalm 6:2
Be gracious to me, LORD, for I am weak; heal me, 
LORD, for my bones are shaking;

Psalm 30:2 
LORD my God, I cried to You for help, and You 
healed me.

Psalm 41:4 
I said, "LORD, be gracious to me; heal me, for I have 
sinned against You."

Psalm 147:3
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds.

Compassion 
Psalm 40:11
LORD, do not withhold Your compassion from me; 
Your constant love and truth will always guard me

Psalm 119:77
May Your compassion come to me so that I may live, 
for Your instruction is my delight.

Psalm 119:156 
Your compassions are many, LORD; give me life, 
according to Your judgments.
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