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Parent/Teacher Guide

“NYC, here we come!”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Students know they can Connect with Faith by asking Jesus to help them and they can Connect with Love by loving Jesus.

Grades 1-4
Students will Connect with Trust through belief that Jesus is God’s Son and will Connect with Others by praying for others 
to know about Jesus.

Grades 5-6
Students will Connect with Life through helping others and showing others God’s love.

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Using the provided story image, children color a picture from the story.

Grades 1-4
Activity 1: Students put scenes from the story in order and pray for those who have not yet heard.

Grades 5-6
Students brainstorm ways to show God’s love to others.

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Tancho, Raj, Madu, Tai Shan, Googly, and Berani
Each character is an animal and part of the “Asia Caravan.” Please read each character’s profile for more information on 
him as well as their animal species (www.caravanfriends.org). Tell the children some information about each character.

Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 
as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org). 

The Big Apple
The story of Zeke and the caravan takes place in New York City also known as “The Big Apple” because of all the things to 
see and do- it has the appeal of big, shiny apple.

Lifeway VBS 2011
This story and activities were created to use in conjunction with Lifeway’s 2011 Vacation Bible School “The Big Apple 
Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.”
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The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

Preschool: NYC, Here We Come!
Grades 1-4:  NYC, Here We Come!
Grades 5-6:  NYC, Here We Come!

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6:  Understanding
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how New 
York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from every nation 
will connect with God and each other.

Ask children to think about ways we can connect with God and each other. 

Some possible answers for preschoolers:
Asking Jesus to help us
Loving Jesus
Helping Others

Some possible answers for Grades 1-4 and Grades 5-6:
Believing that Jesus is God’s Son
Telling others about Jesus
Helping Others

Additional Bible verses that talk about connecting with God and others: 
Matthew 14:14
John 21:17
John 20:31
Matthew 28:19-20
Galatians 5:13

Bible Verses:
Preschool
Teach children Romans 10:17. 
Say: “Faith comes from hearing the message.” 
 
Grades 1-4
Teach children Romans 10:17.
“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”

Grades 5-6:
Teach students Romans 10:17.
Romans 10:17: Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the world of 
Christ.
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Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool
Activity 1: Students draw ways that Jesus helps them.
Activity 2:  Students put scenes from the story in order

Grades 1-4
Activity 2: Students play a hot dog vendor game to learn to trust in Jesus.

Grades 5-6
Activity 1: Students organize a workday project.

Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Pray that God will help us love Jesus and ask Jesus for help every day.

Grades 1-4
Pray that God will help us trust in Jesus and tell others about Him.
Pray that God will raise up people who can share the gospel with all the people around the world who have never heard 
about Jesus’s love.

Grades 5-6
Pray for opportunities to show God’s love to others.
Pray that God will send more workers to share His Good News with the entire World.
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Grades
1-4
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“Hey guys! Over here!” Zeke waved to his friends. 
“Welcome to the Big Apple!”

“I’d love an apple!” Googly exclaimed. “I’m starving!”

Raj, Googly and Tai Shan were finally in New York 
City. Zeke and his family arrived the day before. They were 
meeting Raj’s cousin, Vijay, who lived in the city and was 
going to show them around. 

After the introductions, Vijay said, “So happy to have you! Come, my car is just this way.”

“Vijay, I thought by now you would sound like a New Yorker,” Raj said. “But you still have your 
Indian accent.”

“It is very easy to be Indian here, Raj,” Vijay 
laughed. “There are so many Indians here that 
sometimes I forget I am in the U.S.”

“New York has lots of people from other 
countries,” Zeke agreed. “Vijay and I thought we 
might stop for lunch in Chinatown so Tai Shan can 
get some noodles.”

“Noodles sound great!” Tai Shan chimed in. “But 
I really want to try a hot dog on the street!”

“And I want an apple!” Googly insisted.

“Then we shall have hot dogs … and an apple for 
Googly,” Vijay laughed. 

The group loaded into Vijay’s van and headed to their hotel.  After eating hot dogs from a local 
street vendor and buying Googly an apple at a local fruit market, the group went to bed early. They 
were all tired after more than twenty-seven hours of flying!

The next morning, Tai Shan and Googly woke up early. While Tai Shan was getting dressed, 
Googly looked out the window of their hotel room. It was still dark outside. 

NYC , here we come!
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“Does it ever get daylight here?” he wondered 
aloud to no one in particular. “And where is that Big 
Apple?”

After another few hours watching American 
cartoons, Tai Shan, Googly and Raj were the first to 
arrive at breakfast. Zeke arrived a few minutes later. 
He seemed a little grumpy. 

“What’s wrong, Zeke?” Raj asked. “You don’t 
seem very happy.”

“Sorry,” Zeke said. “I’m not used to being up this 
early. I forgot the three of you would be jet-lagged.”

“What’s jet-lag?” Googly asked, looking a little 
wild-eyed and munching yet another apple. 

“Jet-lag happens when you travel across a lot of time zones,” Zeke explained. 

Before Zeke could explain more, Vijay arrived. The group spent most of the day seeing New York’s 
most famous landmarks — the Statue of Liberty, Times Square, Broadway and Wall Street. At Ground 
Zero, the Caravan crew stopped for a minute and said a prayer together.

The next day, the four friends had a picnic lunch in Central Park. For dinner, they took Tai Shan to 
Chinatown. He had only eaten American hot dogs, and Zeke knew he wanted some noodles.  Googly 
was still eating lots of apples, but Zeke didn’t understand why. 

On their last day in New York, Vijay took the Caravan to 
his home in “Little India.” They passed stores filled with Indian 
groceries, clothing, and jewelry. 

Raj said, “Wow! You were right, Vijay. This is just like being on 
the streets of Bangalore, except we’re in America!”

“I’m going to have a hard time leaving here,” Tai Shan said. “I 
like it that we can find a piece of “home” anywhere in this city. And 
I like that we are all together. ” 

“My Dad says seeing this many people from so many different 
countries all in one makes him think of Heaven,” Zeke said. 

“Heaven?” Googly frowned, finishing yet another apple. “I 
thought Heaven would have angels and harps and streets of gold.” 

Zeke laughed. “Well, Googly, the Bible does talk about streets of 
gold in Heaven, but it also says that people from ‘every nation, tribe, 



Faith comes from 
hearing the message, 

and the message is 
heard through the 

word of Christ. 
Romans 10:17
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people and language’ will be there.” 

“That’s cool,” Raj said. “So that means that there will be Indians and Chinese and Vietnamese and 
Indonesians and Malaysians and …”

Tai Shan continued, “And Japanese and Koreans and Burmese and Cambodians and Thais …” 

“Yes,” Zeke interrupted them. “But the best part is that all those people will be together in Heaven 
because they are followers of Jesus. New York is a place where many different cultures live together, but 
not all of them know who Jesus is or what He’s done for us. In Heaven all of us will celebrate Jesus … 
all the time.”

“I like celebrating,” Googly said. “But first I need to find a bathroom. My stomach hurts!”

“It’s probably from all the apples you’ve been eating,” Zeke said. “Why did you eat so many 
anyway?”

“Because New York is the Big Apple. Doesn’t that mean they have really good apples here?”

Zeke laughed. “No, Googly. New York is called the Big Apple because it is such a big city. There are 
so many things to do and see here. People call it the Big Apple because it has the allure and appeal of a 
big, bright, shiny red apple.”

“Oh, I get it.” Googly nodded. “Mmmm. That sounds delicious. Can I have another apple?”
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Activity 1 for Grades 1-4

Connect with Others Activity

Supplies needed:

1. Scene cards from the story
2. Magnetic Board

Preparation:

Cut out the story scene cards and laminate if desired. Attach magnets or double-sided tape to each card so that it 
will stick to a magnetic board or the wall. 

Connect with Love Activity:

Explain to students:
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how 
New York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from 
every nation will connect with God and each other. 

We don’t have to wait for heaven to connect with Jesus and others. We can Connect with Others when we tell them 
about Jesus.  The best starting point for telling others about Jesus is praying for them. 

Ask students:
Individually or as a group, put the Caravan story in order. Make a special effort to point out the friends praying at 
ground zero and reemphasize the point that praying for others is the best starting point for connecting others to 
Jesus.  After the story is in order, explain to students that even though every nation will be represented in heaven, 
there are many people around the world who have not yet heard about Jesus.

As a group, pray for all the people around the world that have not heard about Jesus. Ask that God would raise up 
workers to go to the nations.
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NYC, here we come! Scene Cards
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Activity 2 for Grades 1-4

Connect with Trust Activity

Supplies needed:

1. Hot dogs and buns
2. Blindfolds

Preparation:

Prepare enough plain hotdogs and buns for every student to have one.  Divide students into groups of two.  Or, you 
can choose just a few to play the game in front of all the others.

Connect with Trust Activity:

Explain to students:
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how 
New York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from 
every nation will connect with God and each other. 

We don’t have to wait for heaven to connect with Jesus and others. We can Connect with Trust when we believe in 
Jesus.  The best starting point for believing in Jesus is to trust what the Bible says about him.

Ask students:
Ask for two volunteers.  Blindfold the first participant and give the second a hot dog.  Explain to the blindfolded 
student that in the story, Tai Shan eats a ton of hot dogs from� New York street vendors.   The blindfolded 
participant must now trust the second student to feed them an entire hot dog.  After several or every student has 
participated, explain that they trusted their friend to feed them just like we must trust Jesus to take care of us.

Pray with students:
This is a good time to ask if any students would like to trust in Jesus for the first time in their life.  Pray for those 
accepting Jesus for the first time as well as for every other student that their trust in Jesus would increase.


