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Did you know . . . 
•	When visiting someone’s home, they will offer you tea many times; 

you should politely decline it three times before accepting it.  This 
way, you don’t appear too eager.

•	 In Japan, bowing is a sign of respect and is so important that children 
are taught from a young age how to bow and companies often offer 
classes to their employees on correct bowing technique.

•	When purchasing items in Japan, companies will often provide a tray for 
you to place your payment on instead of exchanging money by hand.

•	Many areas of East Asia celebrate two Valentine’s Day.  February 14th is the customary day for 
women to give men chocolate and men return a gift to the woman one month later on White 
Valentine’s Day.

•	Most Japanese will not eat or drink while walking around and it is often considered rude to eat or 
drink in public.

•	 It is considered an honor to be invited to someone’s home.  Most people feel their homes are too 
humble to entertain guests.

•	Usually, people will invite you to a restaurant dinner instead of to their homes.  In China, most 
restaurants are divided into small, separate private dining rooms where you and your guests can 
enjoy each other’s company without noise and interference from other restaurant patrons.

•	When visiting someone’s home, you should always bring a gift.  A box of tea or fruit is customary.

Pe
opl
e w

ill u
sually

 invite you to dinner and not their homes.
Ma
ny 

are
as 

of 
Eas

t A
sia c

elebrate two Valentine’s Day.

•	 In China, you should never give someone four pieces of anything.  
Four sounds like the word for death and is considered unlucky.  It is 
better to give three or five items (such as fruit, candy, etc.).

•	Pouring soy sauce on white rice in East Asia would be like smearing 
ketchup on plain white bread in America. 

•	Most employees will not leave work until their boss leaves and usually 
not until 7:00pm or later.

•	Education is highly valued. Most children are either in school or 
studying from 8 a.m. until 11 p.m. every day.


