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Zeke and Googly are walking together 
down a busy street in India.  Zeke stops to 
watch a man with a basket of live chickens on his 
head walk right past him.

“Whoa! Googly, did you see that?” Zeke 
asks. 

“Googly? Googly? Where are you?” Zeke 
calls out, looking for the little monkey. Googly loves exploring and 
sometimes wanders off. 

Zeke finds him standing at the bottom of some stairs leading to a 
temple. 

“There you are!” Zeke says, playfully 
giving Googly’s tail a tug. 

“Ahhh!” Googly yells and jumps into a 
pile of bananas. 

“Oh, it is you Zeke!” Googly says, 
giggling as he climbs out of the bananas. 

“Sorry I scared you, Googly. What 
are you doing?” Zeke asks.

Googly Visits A Temple
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“Well, I keep seeing people take these 
yummy bananas up to the temple. I want 
to go inside and see what they are doing 
in there,” Googly says, walking up the 
stairs. 

“Wait for me!” says Zeke.

Up the steps they go and enter the 
dark, cool temple. 

“Look!” says Googly in a loud 
whisper. “They are giving the bananas to the 
idols. The idols are made of stone and cannot eat them. I wish they 
would give me a banana!”

Zeke leans down and whispers to Googly, “What are the people 
doing over there? The ones that are kneeling on the floor?” 

“They are praying to those idols,” 
Googly says. 

Googly suddenly stops in front 
of one of the idols. 

“What?!?!” he exclaims. 
There in front of him is a huge 

monkey carved out of stone. The 
people are worshipping it!

Zeke walks out of the 
temple, and he and Googly sit 
down. 



“Dear children, keep 
yourselves from idols.” 

1 John 5:21
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“It makes me so sad to see people 
pray to idols instead of the one true 
God,” Zeke says. 

“I bet they just don’t know about 
God. Maybe nobody has told them 
they do not need to worship idols,” 
says Googly.  

“Googly, you are right! The Bible 
says not to worship idols and to only 
worship God. They need to know about Jesus and we can tell them!” 
Zeke says happily. 

“Okay!” Googly says, jumping up excitedly. “Then maybe they will 
start giving those bananas to me!” 

“Goooooogly!” Zeke says, laughing. 

“Uh, sorry, Zeke,” Googly says. “First we tell them about Jesus and 
then maybe I can think about bananas.” 
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Coloring Activity

Supplies:

•	 Printouts	of	the	Preschool	Coloring	Sheet	
•	 Yellow	construction	paper
•	 Glue	
•	 Crayons

Directions:

•	 Have	the	children	tear	their	yellow	construction	paper	into	tiny	pieces.	

•	 Then	have	them	put	glue	on	the	pictures	of	bananas	on	the	coloring	sheet.	

•	 Help	the	children	put	the	pieces	of	construction	paper	on	the	glue	for	a	fun	way	to	make	the	bananas	
really	stand	out.	

•	 Let	the	children	then	color	the	rest	of	the	sheet.	
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Learning Objectives:
•	 Children	learn	about	a	Hindu	temple	and	idol	worship.	They	are	

encouraged	to	think	about	idols	in	their	own	lives	and	to	pray	for	
Hindus.	

Opening Activity Suggestions:
•	 Preschool	-	Grade	6:	Bring	a	stone	into	class.	Show	it	to	the	children.	Ask	them	to	tell	you	all	the	things	

they	can	think	of	that	you	can	do	with	a	stone.	After	you	have	had	a	good	number	of	responses,	ask	the	
children	if	they	think	it	would	be	good	to	pray	to	the	stone.	Can	the	stone	hear	their	prayers?	Does	it	
know	them?	Can	the	stone	help	them	everyday?	Can	it	love	them?

•	 Explain	to	the	children	that	millions	of	people	worship	idols	made	of	stone,	wood	or	many	other	things.	
These	idols	are	often	in	the	shape	or	image	of	an	animal	or	person.	People	make	idols	and	pray	to	them	
instead	of	the	One	true	God.	One	group	of	people	who	worship	idols	are	called	Hindus	and	they	live	
primarily	in	South	Asia.	Show	the	children	a	map	of	South	Asia.	You	can	go	to	Caravan	Friends-South	
Asia	to	download	a	colorful	map	of	South	Asia.	Point	out	India	on	the	map.	Tell	the	children	that	they	
will	hear	a	story	set	in	India	and	learn	more	about	Hindus	and	how	to	pray	for	them.

Background Information:
All	ages:
•	 Googly:	Googly	is	a	South	Asian	monkey.	Please	read	Googly’s	profile	for	more	information	(Caravan	

Friends-	Googly)	and	explain	the	character	to	the	children.		
•	 Zeke:	Zeke	is	a	little	boy	with	big	dreams	and	a	big	heart.	Please	read	Zeke’s	profile	for	more	

information	(Caravan	Friends-	Zeke)	and	explain	the	character	to	the	children.
•	 Hinduism:Go	to	Caravan	Friends-Hinduism	for	information	to	share	with	the	children	on	Hinduism.	

Googly Visits A Temple
Parent/Teacher Guide
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The Stories:
The	parent/teacher	may	want	to	read	the	stories	aloud.	Another	option	is	to	print	the	stories	for	the	children	
and	allow	them	to	follow	along.	
•	 Preshool:	(Age	3-5):	“Googly	Visits	a	Temple”
•	 Grades	1-4:		“Googly	Visits	a	Temple”
•	 Grades	5-6:		“Googly	Visits	a	Temple”

Preschool	(Ages	3-5):		Googly	Visits	a	Temple
•	 In	this	story	Zeke	and	Googly	are	walking	down	a	street	in	India	when	Googly	wanders	off.	Googly	sees	

that	people	are	buying	bananas	and	taking	them	to	a	Hindu	temple.	He	wants	to	know	what	people	
are	doing	with	the	yummy	bananas	so	he	climbs	the	steps	to	the	temple	and	Zeke	follows	along	as	well.	
Googly	and	Zeke	enter	the	temple	and	see	people	giving	the	bananas	to	idols	and	kneeling	down	to	
worship	idols.	Googly	even	sees	a	monkey	made	of	stone	that	people	are	praying	to!	Zeke	walks	out	of	
the	temple	and	sits	down.	Googly	follows	behind	him.	Zeke	shares	that	he	is	sad	to	see	people	praying	
to	idols	instead	of	God.		Googly	says	that	maybe	people	just	don’t	know	about	God	and	that	they	are	
not	supposed	to	worship	idols.	Zeke	agrees	and	happily	suggests	that	they	tell	them	about	Jesus!	Googly	
jumps	up	excited	thinking	that	people	will	start	giving	the	bananas	to	him	if	they	don’t	worship	idols.	
Zeke	laughs	at	his	monkey	friend.	Googly	then	says	that	they	should	tell	people	about	Jesus	first	and	then	
he	can	think	about	bananas.	

•	 Ask	the	children	if	they	can	tell	you	what	Googly	and	Zeke	saw	when	they	went	into	the	temple.	Ask	
them	if	the	people	were	praying	to	the	one	true	God	or	things	made	out	of	stone.	Ask	them	how	it	made	
Zeke	feel	to	see	the	people	in	the	temple.	Ask	them	how	they	think	it	makes	God	feel	to	see	people	
worshipping	idols	instead	of	Him.

•	 Tell	the	children	that	the	Bible	teaches	us	to	worship	God	with	our	whole	heart	and	to	not	worship	idols.	
Tell	the	children	that	an	idol	does	not	have	to	be	made	of	stone.	An	idol	can	be	anything	that	we	let	take	
God’s	place	in	our	heart.	Ask	the	children	if	they	have	some	ideas	of	some	possible	idols	that	
we	all	might	have.	Some	examples	could	be	television,	video	games,	
sports,	toys,	etc.	Encourage	the	kids	to	always	put	God	first	and	pray	
that	God	would	help	them	not	to	have	any	idols	in	their	lives.	

Grades	1-4:	Googly	Visits	a	Temple
•	 In	this	story	Zeke	and	Googly	are	walking	down	a	street	

in	India	when	Googly	wanders	off.	Googly	sees	that	
people	are	buying	bananas	and	taking	them	to	a	Hindu	
temple.	He	is	curious	to	know	what	people	are	doing	
with	the	yummy	bananas	and	what	goes	on	in	the	temple.	
He	decides	today	is	the	day	to	go	find	out.	Zeke	follows	
Googly	up	to	the	temple.	Zeke	removes	his	shoes	like	all	
the	other	people	entering	the	temple.	Inside	they	
hear	bells	being	rung	and	people	praying	loudly.	
Googly	notices	that	the	people	give	the	bananas	to	
the	idols.	
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•	 Zeke	asks	Googly	why	the	people	are	kneeling	on	the	
floor.	Googly	explains	that	they	are	praying	to	the	
idols	and	that	they	ring	bells	because	they	believe	it	
wakes	up	the	idols	so	they	can	hear	their	prayers.	
Googly	then	is	surprised	to	see	a	stone	image	of	a	
monkey	just	like	him	that	people	are	worshipping!	
Googly	leaves	the	temple	and	sits	down	with	a	
sad	look	on	his	face.	He	tells	Zeke	that	he	is	sad	to	
see	people	worshipping	idols	instead	of	the	one	
true	God	that	made	us	all.	Zeke	tells	Googly	that	
he	thinks	the	people	just	don’t	know	about	God.	
Maybe	no	one	ever	told	them	they	don’t	have	to	
worship	idols.	

•	 Zeke	suggests	that	they	can	tell	the	people	about	Jesus.	They	both	are	excited	to	share	and	Googly	jumps	
up	happily	thinking	that	people	will	start	giving	the	bananas	to	him	instead	of	to	the	idols!	Zeke	laughs	
at	his	monkey	friend.	Googly	then	says	that	they	should	tell	people	about	Jesus	first	and	then	he	can	
think	about	bananas.

•	 Ask	the	children	if	they	can	tell	you	what	Googly	and	Zeke	saw	when	they	went	into	the	temple.	Ask	
them	what	sounds	Zeke	and	Googly	heard	when	they	entered	the	temple.	Ask	the	children	if	we	need	
bells	to	wake	up	God.	Read	Psalm	121:4	and	explain	that	God	never	sleeps.	He	is	always	awake	and	
watching	over	us!

•	 Ask	students	if	the	people	were	praying	to	the	one	true	God	or	things	made	out	of	stone.	Ask	how	it	
made	Googly	feel	to	see	the	people	in	the	temple.	Ask	how	they	think	it	makes	God	feel	to	see	people	
worshipping	idols	instead	of	Him.	Tell	the	children	that	the	Bible	teaches	us	to	worship	God	with	our	
whole	heart	and	to	not	worship	idols.	Tell	the	children	that	an	idol	does	not	have	to	be	made	of	stone.	An	
idol	can	be	anything	that	we	let	take	God’s	place	in	our	heart.	Ask	the	children	if	they	have	some	ideas	of	
some	possible	idols	that	we	all	might	have.	Some	examples	could	be	television,	video	games,	sports,	toys,	
etc.	Encourage	the	kids	to	always	put	God	first	and	pray	that	God	would	help	them	not	to	have	any	idols	
in	their	lives.

Grades	5-6:	Googly	Visits	a	Temple
•	 IIn	this	story	Zeke	and	Googly	are	walking	down	a	street	in	India	noticing	all	the	interesting	things	for	

sale	when	Googly	wanders	off.	Googly	loves	to	explore	and	often	lets	his	curiosity	get	the	best	of	him.	
Googly	sees	that	people	are	buying	bananas,	coconuts	and	flowers	and	taking	them	to	a	Hindu	temple.	
He	is	curious	to	know	what	people	are	doing	with	the	yummy	bananas	and	what	goes	on	in	the	temple.	
He	decides	today	is	the	day	to	go	find	out	and	starts	up	the	steps	to	the	temple.	Zeke	follows	Googly.	
Zeke	removes	his	shoes	like	all	the	other	people	entering	the	temple.	Inside	their	senses	are	overwhelmed	
by	the	smell	of	burning	incense,	the	lights	from	the	oil	lamps	and	the	sound	of	clanging	bells	and	loud	
prayers	being	chanted.	Googly	sees	that	people	are	offering	bananas,	coconuts	and	flowers	to	the	idols.	
He	is	frustrated	that	people	would	give	bananas	to	stone	idols	instead	of	to	him.	

•	 Zeke	asks	Googly	why	the	people	are	kneeling	on	the	floor.	Googly	explains	that	they	are	praying	to	the	
idols	and	that	they	ring	bells	because	they	believe	it	wakes	up	the	idols	so	they	can	hear	their	prayers.	
Googly	then	is	surprised	to	see	a	stone	image	of	a	monkey	just	like	him	that	people	are	worshipping!	
Googly	tells	Zeke	that	must	be	Hanuman	the	monkey	God.	They	also	see	a	statue	of	Ganesh	the	elephant	
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God	and	wonder	what	their	elephant	friend,	Hati,	would	think	of	that.	Zeke	leaves	the	temple	and	sits	
down	with	a	sad	look	on	his	face.	Zeke	tells	Googly	that	he	is	sad	to	see	people	worshipping	idols	instead	
of	the	one	true	God	that	made	us	all.	They	both	sit	and	watch	people	of	all	ages	come	and	worship	pieces	
of	stone	that	could	not	hear	or	speak	or	love	them.	

•	 Googly	tells	Zeke	that	he	thinks	the	people	just	don’t	know	about	God.	Maybe	no	one	ever	told	them	
they	don’t	have	to	worship	idols.	Zeke	sits	up	straighter	with	the	realization	that	they	have	read	the	Bible	
and	know	it	says	not	to	worship	idols.	The	Hindus	around	him	do	not	know	that	and	they	can	tell	them!	
They	both	are	excited	to	share	and	Googly	jumps	up	happily	thinking	that	people	will	start	giving	the	
bananas	to	him	instead	of	to	the	idols!	Zeke	laughs	at	his	monkey	friend.	Googly	then	says	that	they	
should	tell	people	about	Jesus	first	and	then	he	can	think	about	bananas.

•	 Ask	the	children	to	close	their	eyes	and	imagine	going	into	the	temple	with	Googly	and	Zeke.	Ask	what	
they	smell.	Ask	what	they	hear.	Now	ask	them	to	open	their	eyes	and	tell	you	what	Googly	and	Zeke	saw.	
Ask	if	they	think	what	happens	in	this	temple	pleases	God.	Ask	how	it	made	Zeke	feel	to	see	the	people	
worshipping	idols.	How	does	it	make	them	feel	to	know	millions	of	people	bow	down	to	idols	every	day?	
Ask	what	they	think	God	would	want	them	to	do	for	the	millions	of	Hindus	in	the	world?	The	answers	
should	be	pray	for	them	and	if	they	know	any	Hindus	they	can	tell	them	about	Jesus.	Tell	them	they	can	
join	Zeke	and	Googly	in	helping	people	learn	about	Jesus	and	turn	from	idols!	

Bible Verses:
Preschool	(Ages	3-5):
•	 Teach	children	1	John	5:21
•	 Say:		“Dear	children,	keep	yourselves	from	idols.”	

Grades	1-4:
•	 Teach	children	1	John	5:21
•	 Say:		“Dear	children,	keep	yourselves	from	idols.”	

Grades	5-6:
•	 Teach	children	Exodus	20:3-4
•	 Say:		“You	shall	have	no	other	Gods	before	

me.	You	shall	not	make	for	yourself	an	
image	in	the	form	of	anything	in	heaven	
above	or	on	the	earth	beneath	or	in	the	
waters	below.	You	shall	not	bow	down	to	
them	or	worship	them.”
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Closing Activity Suggestions:
Preschool	(Ages	3-5):	
•	 Coloring	Sheet

Grades	1-2
•	 Bell	Craft

Grade	3-4
•	 Banana	Obstacle	Course

Grade	5-6
•	 A	Full	Heart	Activity

Closing Prayer:
Preschool:
•	 Pray	that	Hindus	around	the	world	would	come	to	know	Jesus	as	their	Savior.		

Grades	1-6:
•	 Thank	God	for	giving	us	the	Bible	and	ways	to	learn	about	Him.	Pray	for	the	Hindus	who	do	not	

know	the	One	true	God	and	worship	idols.	Pray	that	they	would	come	to	know	God	and	quit	
worshipping	idols.	Pray	that	God	would	help	each	of	us	not	make	idols	in	our	lives	and	love	God	with	
all	our	hearts.

*Closing	Note-	please	give	each	child	the	“Let’s	Pray-Praying	for	Hindus”	page	of	this	package	for	them	to	
take	home.	
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Googly

For in Him we live and 
move and exist.    
Acts 17:28 (NLT)

Googly is the most adventurous member of the Caravan and comes 
from the southern part of India. He is very curious, often finding 

trouble because he is always getting into things he shouldn’t. His parents 
often ask him why he is so curious. “Because there are so many great things 
to learn about,” Googly says. One of the things Googly most likes to learn 
about is the truth of Jesus Christ. 
People where Googly is from are very religious. Lots of people follow tribal 
practices; they worship many different spirits out of fear that, if they didn’t 
worship them, the spirits would cause bad things to happen to their family. 
They don’t know that there is one true God who has power over all of 
creation. But Googly and his family know the truth about God. Googly 
likes to learn about God’s creations and what they can teach him about God. 
Many things in nature teach about the truths of God, Googly discovered. 
One of Googly’s favorite things to do is to climb up high in the trees, pick 
coconuts, drink the sweet coconut milk, and eat the white flesh. When 
Googly drinks the coconut milk, he remembers the Lord’s Supper and that 
Jesus said the juice was a symbol of His blood. When Googly eats the pure, 
white meat of the coconut, he remembers the purity of Jesus’ body as He 
sacrificed it for us.
South India. The southern part of India is a 
triangular-shaped peninsula with the Arabian Sea 
to the west and the Bay of Bengal on the east. 
The land is rocky and there are two mountain 
ranges in the north. The people of South India 
come from a Dravidian background and differ 
ethnically and culturally from North Indians.
Tribals/Animists. Tribal beliefs, also known as 
animism, are based on the belief that there is 
a spiritual realm in which humans are only a 
small part. Tribals and animists believe that 
plants, animals and even rocks can have a spirit 
like people do. They believe that they have to 
keep these spirits happy so that the spirits don’t 
cause bad things to happen to them. They do 
not recognize that there is one God who is all-
powerful.

[GOO´glee]  / noun /  a term from the sport cricket meaning a cricket ball thrown 
as if to break [go] one way but actually breaking [going] in the opposite way

Googly

Monkey. Old World monkeys 
are found in South Asia and 
most are tree dwellers. A few, 
however, such as baboons and 
some macaques, are ground 
dwellers. Often, monkeys 
can be seen in cities and even 
neighborhoods in South India. 
Sometimes things falling from 
a tree are because a monkey is 
playing up there!
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Let'sLet'sLet's

CaravanFriends.org

“The God who made the world and 
everything in it - He is Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in shrines made 
by hands. Neither is He served by human 
hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He Himself gives everyone life and breath 
and all things.” – Acts 17:24-25 (HCSB)

Praying for:

Hindus
Hindus believe in 330 million gods that 
they have to worship. The depend on 
their gods to protect and bless them, but 
never know for sure if they are saved. 
They worship their gods to build good 
karma. (Karma is like keeping score 
of every good or bad thing a person 
does.) Hindu people don’t believe that 
life is over when a person dies. They 
believe that everyone is reborn again as 

something else. 
This is called 
reincarnation. 
The only way 
to go to heaven 
(or escape 
reincarnation) 
is to build up 
enough good 
karma (or do 
enough good 
things) to earn 
salvation.

Prayers for Hindus:
Dear God, show Yourself to Hindu people 
as the one and only God among so many 
false gods. May they see Jesus’ sacrifice as the 
only thing powerful enough to save them.

Dear God, use the stories of Christians 
from Hindu backgrounds to open the 
eyes of Hindu people in South Asia to the 
truth that Jesus is the only way to heaven. 
May they know peace as they understand 
who Jesus is.

Prayer for South Asia:
Dear God, send someone to tell the 
children in South Asia that Jesus came 
to live on earth so that they can live with 
God forever. (Romans 10:14-15)

To help you pray for Hindus, 
read through this guide. 
Sample prayers are below.
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