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Dalla

But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith, 
gentleness, self-control. 

Against such things there is 
no law.

Galatians 5:22-23

Dalla is a feeler. She’s the first one to cry at a 
sad story. Her face lights up a room when she 

giggles. If she is scared, she gets goose bumps from 
head to toe. Sometimes, Dalla gets embarrassed 
or frustrated. When that happens, she prefers to 
be alone in the jungle. Dalla was born in the lowland swamps of the Congo 
River. When Dalla first peeked out from her mother’s arms, her father fell 
instantly in love with her. Dalla’s father would swing her far up into the tops 
of the rainforest trees. 
Dalla was different from the other baby gorillas. Her mother noticed it 
first. When Dalla was just a week old, she was sleeping in her family’s nest. 
Suddenly, a thunderstorm approached and a loud crack of thunder shook the 
trees. But, Dalla slept soundly. Dalla’s mother realized Dalla couldn’t hear. 
Dalla was different in another way, too. She was born with a purple streak of 
hair on top of her head. Gorillas from other troops often pointed and stared 
at Dalla’s streak, but Dalla didn’t mind. She loved the way her father braided 
nut shells and vines into her purple hair. He made her feel beautiful. 
One day, Dalla headed to her favorite hideout — the tangled roots of a tree 
— to climb and swing. If she could hear, she would have heard the sounds 
of the approaching men. They had been watching her for weeks. Suddenly, 
Dalla felt a heavy net fall on top of her. She saw three men come 
out from behind the trees. Dalla scratched, cried and grunted. But, 
everything went black and she fell asleep. 
Deaf.  There are 33.5 million Deaf people around the world. Even 
though they live in many different places and cultures 
around the world, the Deaf have a similar language. 
They use sign language to communicate. In many 
countries, Deaf cultures are often very similar to each 
other. They share some of the same values and have 
some of the same tendencies. The majority of Deaf 
people are lost and do not know about Jesus. 
Gorillas. Gorillas are the largest primates in the 
world. They live in the tropical regions of Central 
Africa. They like to eat all kinds of leaves, branches, 
fruits and sometimes bugs and insects. Male gorillas can range in size from 
300 to 500 pounds and reach an arm span of seven to eight feet. The females 
weigh half the size of a male. Gorillas are highly intelligent and have been 
taught how to use simple sign language.

[Dal’la]  / noun /  Swahili meaning servant of God
Dalla

Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. The Democratic 
Republic of the Congo is located 
in Central Africa. It has the 
second largest rain forest in the 
world, the Congo rain forest. 
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Parent/Teacher Guide

“Dalla Makes Friends at the Zoo”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool - Grade 4
Students learn about emotions, about Creation and the first job. 

Grades 5-6
Students will learn about emotions and the Ten Commandments.

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool - Grade 4
Materials:

• Cut out/ find four large faces from a magazine that show the following 
emotions: happy, sad, scared, angry

• Cut out many faces of various sizes from magazines (enough for at least three per student). The faces need not be 
specific to only the four above, but need to fit under one of those major emotions. (For example, a child crying 
could fit under “sad.”)

• Tape or find another way to stick pictures on wall. 

Instructions:
• Show the big pictures, and discuss each one individually. “What emotion do you see in this person’s face? Have you 

ever felt this way? What are they doing with their face to show their emotion? Can you make this emotion with 
your face? God gave us eyes, ears, noses, mouths, eye brows, hands, shoulders to show our feelings to others. God 
created us with lots of emotions. He wants us to learn how to communicate our emotions to others, and he wants 
us to understand each others’ emotions.”

• Place the big pictures up on the wall in a row so the students can see them. Then, give the students the small 
pictures. Tell them not to show the other students. Have the students come up one by one and try to imitate the 
face. Then ask the other students to guess the emotion. Let the students decide under which larger picture the 
smaller picture best fits.  Allow the student to tape the smaller picture under the larger picture that displays the 
emotion. (You can do this in groups if the class size is large). 

Grades 1-4
Materials:

• Cut out/ find five large faces from a magazine that show the following emotions: happy, sad, scared, angry
• Cut out many faces of various sizes from magazines (enough for at least three per student). The faces need not be 

specific to only the four above, but need to fit under one of those major emotions. (For example, a child crying 
could fit under “sad”.)

• Tape, or find another way to stick pictures on wall. 

Instructions:
• Show the big pictures, and discuss each one individually. “What emotion do you see in this person’s face? Have you 

ever felt this way? What are they doing with their face to show their emotion? Can you make this emotion with your 
face? God gave us eyes, ears, noses, mouths, eyebrows, hands and shoulders to show our feelings to others. God 
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created us with lots of emotions. He wants us to learn how to communicate our emotions to others, and he wants us 
to understand each others’ emotions.”

• Divide the students into four groups. Have them create a short skit that shows an example of a specific emotion. 
• Place the big pictures up on the wall in a row so the students can see them. Then, give the students the small 

pictures. Tell them not to show the other students. Have the students come up one by one and try to imitate the 
face. Ask  the other students to guess the emotion. Let the students decide under which larger picture the smaller 
picture best fits.  Allow the student to tape the smaller picture under the larger picture that displays the emotion. 
(You can do this in groups if the class size is large). 

Grades 5-6
Materials:

• Cut out/ find five large faces from a magazine that show the following emotions: happy, sad, scared, angry
• Lots of magazines, newspapers
• Tape or find another way to stick pictures on wall. 
• Scissors
• Construction paper/printer paper
• Markers, crayons, pencils/pens

Instructions:
• Show the big pictures, and discuss each one individually. “What emotion do you see in this person’s face? Have you 

ever felt this way? What are they doing with their face to show their emotion? Can you make this emotion with your 
face? God gave us eyes, ears, noses, mouths, eyebrows, hands and shoulders to show our feelings to others. God 
created us with lots of emotions. He wants us to learn how to communicate our emotions to others, and he wants us 
to understand each others’ emotions.”

• Divide the students into four groups. Have them create a short skit that shows an example of that specific emotion. 
• Place the big pictures up on the wall in a row so the students can see them. Then, have the students cut out five 

pictures from the magazines/newspapers. Tell them not to show the other students. Have the students come up one 
by one and try to imitate the face. Ask the other students to guess the emotion. Have them write the name of that 
emotion on the paper. (Example: lonely). Let the students decide under which larger picture the emotion best fits. 
For example, lonely could be placed under sad. (You can do this in groups if the class size is large). 

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Zeke [ZEE’k]
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 
as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org).  

Ma Ni Ni [MA Nee Nee]
Malee is a Burmese python. Please read Ma Ni Ni’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org) and explain the 
character to the students. 

Googly [GOO´glee]
Googly is an Old World monkey. Please read Googly’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org) and explain 
the character to the students. 

Singapore
Singapore is a city-state off the southern coast of Malaysia, and north of Indonesia. There are four official languages: 
English, Chinese, Malay and Tamil. Singapore has the fifth busiest ports in the world and is home to more U.S. dollar 
millionaires per capita than any other country!
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Deaf

the world, the Deaf have a similar language. They use sign language to communicate. Deaf cultures in various countries 
are often very similar to other Deaf cultures.  They share some of the same values and have some of the same tendencies. 
The majority of Deaf people are lost and do not know about Jesus.

 The Stories:
The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

Preschool: Dalla Makes Friends at the Zoo
Grades 1-4:  Dalla Makes Friends at the Zoo
Grades 5-6:  Dalla Makes Friends at the Zoo

Preschool:
Ask the students, “In the Caravan story, where are the friends? What are they going to see? They are going to the baby 

going to tell you a story from the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word. We can trust the Bible because God is good and perfect. 
In the beginning, there was God. When He spoke, He created the whole world and everything in it — the light and water, 
the sun and moon and stars, and all the animals. But then, He made a special creation. He made man from the dirt of the 
ground. God breathed into the man, and the man came to life. 
God planted a beautiful garden and placed the man there. He showed the man two trees in the middle of the garden. One 
was a tree of life, and the other a tree of understanding of good and evil. He told the man, ‘You can eat the fruit of every 
tree in the garden, but don’t eat the fruit from the tree of the understanding of good and evil, because if you eat it, you 
will die.’ 
Then God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right for him.’ So he put the man into 
a deep sleep and created a woman from him. 
When the man saw her, he was amazed and said, ‘Wow, she looks just like me!’ God cared for them. Then He looked over all 
he had made, and He saw it was very good! He did all these things in six days. Then on the seventh day He rested. 
God gave the man and the woman a special job to take care of God’s creation. God told the man to name all the creatures 

woman to take care of all the things He had created. 

are all God’s beautiful creation. 
How do you help take care of God’s creation?”

Grades 1-6:
Tell the students, “In the story, Googly did something wrong. Do you remember what he did wrong? Have you ever done 
something wrong? Have you ever not listened to your mom and dad? What happened? How did it make you feel? When 

and woman sinned, people have continued to sin. God loves people very much, and He wants every person to have a 
relationship with Him.  He gave people the Ten Commandments to follow. Remember God is perfect and holy, so we must 
be perfect and holy to live with Him. If we commit sin, God says we cannot have a relationship with Him because He is 
holy. The payment for sin is death. The Ten Commandments teach us how to have a good relationship with God and with 
other people.”

Ten Commandments
See Ten Commandments Activity Sheet.
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Optional Activity: Missing the Cup

Materials:
• Cup and packs of gum

Instructions:
• Place the cup on a table. Have a student come up and try to throw the gum into the cup. Sometimes they will miss. 

Sometimes they will make it. 
• Then, place the cup on the other side of the room where no matter what the student can’t make the shot. Let them 

try and fail. 
• Point to the “far away cup.” Say, “This cup represents God’s Commandments.  God created these commandments so 

that we will know what pleases God and what we should seek to follow in our lives. We try and try to always reach 
the goal of keeping God’s Commandments.  But no one can make the shot always. It is too far. God’s laws are too 
high. If we didn’t have that cup over there, we wouldn’t know how bad of a shot we really are. It reminds us how 
much we need God. The commandments remind us of how perfect God is. But, we can’t make the shot. We need 
Jesus, our perfect sacrifice, to make the shot for us. When Jesus died on the cross for us, He made a new promise. 
Because Jesus died on the cross, we are forgiven of our sins if we trust and believe in Him. If we love God and love 
others, we will forgive them when they sin and hurt us. We can forgive them because we know Jesus has forgiven 
our sins.”

Bible Verses:
Preschool
Teach children Genesis 2:15, HCSB
Say:  “The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden “to work it and watch over it.” 

Grades 1-4
Teach children Mark 12:29-31, HCSB
Say:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The 
second is: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other command greater than these.” 

Grades 5-6
Teach children Mark 12:29-31, HCSB
Say:  “ ‘This is the most important,’ Jesus answered: ‘Listen, Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.  There is no other command greater than these.’” 

Closing Activity Suggestions:
Preschool
Animal Naming Ceremony

Materials:
• Caravan animal coloring sheets
• Crayons
• Markers
• Any other supplies to decorate with

Instructions:
• Say to kids: “What is your name? Who gave that to you? Our names make us feel special. God gave the first man and 
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woman some special jobs. He told him to take care of the animals and the garden. God also gave the man the job of 
naming all the animals in the garden. Would you like to name an animal too? We have signs for animals, right? What 
is the sign for elephant?” Show kids a picture of an elephant. “Let’s see if we can come up with creative ways to sign 
elephant, dog and tiger.” 

• Say: “Today, we are going to name and decorate our own animals.” Have the students color an animal and think of a 
spoken name and sign name to give to the animal.

• Have the students come up and talk about their animals, their names and why they gave them that name and sign 
name.

Optional Activities:
• Throw a birthday party for your animal naming ceremony — complete with party hats and cupcakes!
• Create a garden wall where the children can hang up the pictures of their animals. 

Grades 1-6:
Snakes and Crosses
See Snakes and Crosses activity sheet. 

Closing Prayer
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Thank you, Father, for how you created a beautiful world to live in and enjoy. Help us to take good care of what you have given 
us.  

Grades 1-4
Thank you, Father, that you gave us the Ten Commandments to show us how to love you and others. 

Grades 5-6
Father, we pray that we will trust Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins. Help us to love God and love others as you have 
commanded us to do. 
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Preschool
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Zeke looks over the map for the Singapore 
Zoo. “You are going to love it, Ni Ni!” Zeke 
says. “The Singapore Zoo is amazing. You can 
see monkeys swinging overhead.” 

“It’s like we are in a real jungle!” Ma Ni Ni 
says. 

“OK. Let’s go this way to see the gorillas.” 
Zeke says, “The zookeepers are having a ceremony to name the 
gorillas.”

 “LET’S GO!” Googly says. 

 The friends make it to the Gorilla exhibit just in time. Googly 
heads to the nearest tree. He 

wants  to watch from above. 

 “The Singapore Zoo is 
proud to present our first-ever 

naming ceremony for a baby 
gorilla!” A zookeeper says 
over a loudspeaker. 

 “This is so exciting! I’ve 
always wanted to meet a real 
African baby gorilla!” Googly 

Dalla Makes Friends at the Zoo
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says. He jumps from tree to tree. 

CRACK. 

Suddenly, the 
branch breaks. 
“OWW!” Googly 
lands with a thud in 
the center of some 
trees. Googly sits up 
slowly. 

SNIFFLE. 
SNIFFLE. 

 “What’s that 
sound?” Googly 
asks. He rubs his eyes. 

 A baby gorilla sits in the tree. The gorilla is 
crying. 

 “Hello, there!” Googly says. 

 The gorilla peeks out from between her fingers. Googly sees she 
has a streak of color in her fur.

 “Hello! My name is Googly.” Googly says. “What is your name? 
I like your hair!” 

Googly reaches out to shake the gorilla’s hand. 

The baby gorilla slowly fills the air with unspoken words using her 
hands. 

 Googly stands with his hand still hanging in the air. 
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 “Hmmm … that’s really cool 
how you can use your hands to talk.” 
Googly sits down close to her. 

Zeke walks up. He smiles at the 
baby gorilla. Ma Ni Ni slithers in 
behind him.

 “It’s called sign language,” Zeke 
says. “It’s the language that people 
who can’t hear use to communicate 
with each other. My Deaf friend 
Jenny at my church uses her hands 
to express herself, too.” He begins 
signing with the gorilla.

 The gorilla looks wide-eyed. Then,  she smiles.

“My name is Dalla,” she signs. 

 “What did you say to her?” Googly asks. 

 “I just said ‘Hi. Are you OK?’ and told her my name.” Zeke 
explains. “Then she said her name is Dalla.” 

 “Wow! She stopped crying.” Googly says. “I wish I could tell her 
my name. Can you show me how?” 

 “Sure!” Zeke helps Googly make the sign with his fingers. 

 Dalla signs back She has a lot to say! 

 Googly watches in amazement. “What’s she saying?”

 “Dalla is telling me her story. She was taken from her home in the 



“Dear friends, let us love one 
another, because love is from God.”

1 John 4:7a, HCSB
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jungle. She lived in a cage with other monkeys and orangutans. Mimi, 
one of the orangutans watched after her. Mimi also couldn’t hear, but 
she knew how to communicate using her hands. Mimi taught Dalla how 
to sign. She gave her a sign name, too, “ Zeke says.

 “You mean she has two names?” Googly asks. 

 “Yes! She has a spoken name and a sign name. Dalla’s parents gave 
her a spoken name, but Mimi gave her a sign name. Dalla’s sign name 
describes the 
streak in her 
hair.” Zeke said. 

 “How did 
she end up at 
the Singapore 
Zoo?” Ma Ni 
Ni asks. 

“Mimi 
helped me 
escape from the 
cage and told me to come to the zoo.  I saw the other gorillas, but they 
didn’t know sign language,”  Dalla signs. A tear runs down the little 
gorilla’s face.

 “We can be your friends, now, “ Zeke signs.  Googly and Ma Ni Ni 
smile at Dalla. She smiles back and claps her hands.  

  

 

 



“‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with 

all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ The second is: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.  There is no 
other command greater 

than these.’” 
Mark 12: 29-31
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Zeke held out his hand to her. At first Dalla looked scared but then 
she grabbed his hand. 

“We can be your friends, now, “ Zeke signed. Googly, and Ma Ni 
Ni smiled back at Dalla. 

“Hey, Zeke?” Googly whispered as they found their way out of the 
bamboo. 

“Yes, Googly?” Zeke answered. 

“About the gum ...” Googly hesitated. 

“No, Googly! You cannot eat the gum! We have to turn it in,” Zeke 
said seriously.

“But, it’s my favorite flavor, BANANA!!” Googly whined. 
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DOG

ANIMAL NAMING CEREMONY
Name and decorate  your  animal .  Color  the animal  below and think of  a  
spoken name and s ign name to give to  your  animal
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ELEPHANT

ANIMAL NAMING CEREMONY
Name and decorate  your  animal .  Color  the animal  below and think of  a  spoken name and s ign name to give to  your  animal
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TIGER

ANIMAL NAMING CEREMONY
Name and decorate  your  animal .  Color  the animal  below and think of  a  spoken name and s ign name to give to  your  animal



Dalla
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 

Genesis 2:15

“The Lord God 
took the man and 
placed him in the 

garden of Eden“to 
work it and watch over it.”

Genesis 2:15

“The Lord God 
took the man and 
placed him in the 

garden of Eden“to 
work it and watch over it.”

Genesis 2:15

“The Lord God 
took the man and 
placed him in the 

garden of Eden“to 
work it and watch over it.”

Genesis 2:15

“The Lord God 
took the man and 
placed him in the 

garden of Eden“to 
work it and watch over it.”

Genesis 2:15

“The Lord God 
took the man and 
placed him in the 

garden of Eden“to 
work it and watch over it.”

Genesis 2:15

“The Lord God 
took the man and 
placed him in the 

garden of Eden“to 
work it and watch over it.”
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