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Parent/Teacher Guide

“A Boy, a Bear and a Bird on a Bike”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool - Grade 4
Students will learn about God’s gift of salvation and about weddings in Vietnam.

Grades 5-6
The children will learn about weddings in Vietnam and the persecuted church.

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Materials:

• Coloring sheet of Vietnam
• Crayons/markers/colored pencils
• World map/globe 

Instructions:
1. Show the students where Vietnam is on the globe/map. 
2. Have students color the map of Vietnam.  

Grades 1-4
Noodle Relay Race
Noodles are a common food in Vietnam and other parts of Asia. They make noodles out of rice and wheat. Noodles come 

with noodles? Today, we are going to play a game with noodles. 

Materials:
• 1 big package of cooked spaghetti noodles per team
• Oil to drizzle over spaghetti to make slippery
• 2 large bowls per team

Instructions:
1. 
2. Instruct students to grab as much spaghetti as possible and pass it to the next student. The last student should 

place the spaghetti in the bowl. If spaghetti falls on the ground, it is no longer in play and the students must start 
over. . 

3. The team who gets all the spaghetti from one bowl to the next in the fastest time wins. (In the event of a tie, the 
team with the least amount of spaghetti on the ground wins). 

Grades 5-6
Chopsticks Relay
In the story, Zeke, Madu and Malee eat a Vietnamese noodle soup called Pho. Pho is traditionally eaten with chopsticks 
and a spoon. In this relay, students will use their chopstick skills to pass items from one bowl to another. 
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Materials:
• One pair of chopsticks for each child.  (You may need to give a short demonstration on how to use chopsticks, but let 

the students be creative, too.)
• Two bowls for each team
• Marshmallows, popcorn, or similar items to pick up and pass with chopsticks
• A song to play while students pass the items. 
• Asian soup spoons (to give to students who drop up to 3 times)

Instructions:
1. Place one bowl at one end of the room. Place the second bowl at the other end of the room. 
2. 
3. Demonstrate how to use chopsticks. Explain that if a student drops an items  more than three times, then the teacher 

will give them a spoon. Tell the students that in Asia children often eat with spoons until they can use chopsticks. 
4. Explain the object of the game is to get as many pieces from one bowl to the other. If a student drops a piece, the 

student must start again. If a student drops the item three times, he or she will be given a spoon. 

Game Options
Option 1 (Beginners)

1. 
2.  

she will be given a spoon to use. 
3.  

Option 2 (Advanced)
1. Students stand in a line between the two bowls.
2. 

person places the item in the bowl
3. The teacher plays a one or two minute song during the relay. When the song stops, the team with the most items in 

their second bowl wins. 
4. 

bowl. 

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Zeke [ZEE’k]
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 

Malee [MAL’ee]

the students. 

Madu [MA’dyoo]

character to the students. 

Vietnam

where they plant rice). Most people believe in a combination of Buddhism and ancestor worship. 
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 The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

Preschool: Gift of Salvation
Grades 1-4: Gift of Salvation
Grades 5-6:  Persecution

Preschool:
Tell the students, “In the story, Malee, Madu and Zeke see a wedding parade in Vietnam. What color were the wedding 
presents? Why do they give gifts? Why do they ask for blessings at the family altar? We do not have to give gifts to Jesus 
to make him happy, or to keep him from being angry. God loves us. Instead of asking for gifts from us,  He gives every 
person a free gift of eternal life to those who follow him.” Tell the story from Luke 18:35-43 of Bartimaeus. Ask the students, 
“Did the man pay Jesus money to heal him? Was the man poor or rich? What did he do to get Jesus’ attention? What did 
Jesus do for the man? Why did Jesus heal the man? What did the man do after he regained his sight? Jesus loves every 
person, but only those who put their faith in Jesus and believe that He is God can receive spiritual healing and eternal life. 
We must call out to God just like Bartimaeus. We call out to God by praying to Him, asking Him to forgive us of our sins 
and mistakes and choosing to follow Him. After Bartimaeus believed and was healed, he immediately began to follow 
Jesus and learn more about his teachings. We can do the same thing now by reading the Bible and learning about God at 
church. ” 

Grades 1-4:
Tell the students, “In the story, Malee, Madu and Zeke see a wedding parade in Vietnam. What color were the wedding 
presents? Why do they give gifts? Why do they ask for blessings at the family altar? With Jesus, we do not have to give gifts 
to him to make him happy or to keep him from being angry. God loves us. Instead of asking for gifts from us, He gives 
every person a free gift of eternal life to those who follow him.” Tell the story from Luke 18:35-43 of Bartimaeus. Ask the 
students, “Did the man pay Jesus money to heal him? Was the man poor or rich? What did he do to get Jesus’ attention? 
What did Jesus do for the man? Why did Jesus heal the man? What did the man do after he regained his sight? Jesus loves 
every person, but only those who put their faith in Jesus and believe that He is God can receive spiritual healing and 
eternal life. We must call out to God just like Bartimaeus. We call out to God by praying to Him, asking Him to forgive us of 
our sins and mistakes and choosing to follow Him. After Bartimaeus believed and was healed, he immediately began to 
follow Jesus and learn more about his teachings. We can do the same thing now by reading the Bible and learning about 
God at church. ” 

Grades 5-6:
Tell the students,  “In the story, we learned that some Christians are persecuted in other countries. What does persecution 
mean? What are some examples of persecution? We are going to look at some passages from the Bible about people who 
were persecuted.”

Instructions: 
Divide students into three groups and ask students read the Scripture passage together. Then, have them discuss and 
answer the questions in their group. Ask each group to summarize their passage and present the answers to each 
question to the larger group. 

Optional : Discussion Circle
Create a circle of all students. Ask a student or students to read aloud the Scripture passage. The teacher asks students 
the questions and students discuss the question within the group. The students must back up their answers by giving 
Scriptural proof, (i.e., Bible verses). Encourage the students to keep the discussion going as long as possible by asking 
more questions and responding to each other’s questions and answers. 
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Scriptures to read:
• Acts 4:1-31
• Acts 5:12-42
• Acts 6:8-15, 
• Acts 7:54-60

Questions
1. What were the people doing when they were persecuted?
2. How were the people persecuted?
3. What was their reaction (feelings)?
4. What did God do in the situation?

Bible Verses:
Preschool
Teach children Ephesians 2:8 [HCSB].
Say: “For you are saved by grace through faith…. it is God’s gift— not from works, so that no one can boast.”

Grades 1-4
Teach children Ephesians 2:8 [HCSB].
Say: “For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not from works, so that no 
one can boast.”

Grades 5-6
Teach children Matthew 5:44 [HCSB].
Say:  “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool - Grade 4
Gift of Salvation

Materials:
• Red wrapping paper
• Black  and white heart-shaped construction paper or something similar. (Make sure they match up and fit inside the 

boxes)
• Boxes with lids. (You could have children bring their own, have your church collect them or buy them at a craft 

store). 
• Glue
• Markers/crayons
• Bows, ribbons, crosses, etc. to decorate the outside of box
• Pre-printed scripture verses to glue inside boxes

Instructions:
Teacher preparation (before class)

• Depending on the students’ ability and the amount of time you have, you can prepare more or less of this for the 
students beforehand. 

• Wrap boxes in red wrapping paper. Make sure the lids are removable.
• Cut out hearts in black and white to glue on top of each other. 
• Print out the picture of a Vietnamese wedding box for the kids to see. 
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Instructions:
• Give each student a red box. Talk about the wedding boxes from the story. What were the boxes for? Why were they 

taking them to the house? What gifts were inside?
• When your mom or dad gives you a gift, do they make you pay for it? Did you know God has a given us a gift? God 

has given us the gift of eternal life. Because salvation is a gift from God, it is free to us. 
• Pass out the black hearts. What is this? Sin makes our hearts dirty. When we are born, we are all born with hearts that 

are sinful. Have students glue down black heart inside the box. 
• Pass out white hearts. God has given us a free gift of a new clean heart. We were all born with a sinful heart, but 

God gives us a new clean heart. Why does he give us a new heart? How does he give us a new heart? God gives us a 
new heart because he loves us. Instead of God punishing us for our sins, Jesus chose to take the punishment for our 
mistakes. God punished Jesus instead of us. If we choose to follow Jesus, God gives us the gift of a new clean heart. 
Glue the white heart over the black heart. 

• Have students glue the memory verse somewhere inside or outside their box. Then let students decorate their boxes 
on the outside. 

• Ask the students: When your mom and dad give you a gift, what do they do? (Demonstrate with a student.) How do 
you receive a gift? You must choose to accept it and open it. We must all choose to accept God’s gift of salvation and 
follow Jesus. 

Grades 5-6:
Persecuted Church

Materials:
• Blindfolds for every student
• Bibles for each student
• Enough chairs for each student that are easy to put up or remove

Instructions:
Depending on the number of students and their maturity level, you may add or take away any of the steps mentioned. 
You might want to get parents or older students involved to serve as the “police” if you have a smaller group of students. 

1. Choose a group of adults to be “police.” If you use students, you may want them to wear the same colored T-shirt or 

adults as “police” for every 10 to 15 students. 
2. 
3. 

will do something or take away something from the group. The goal of the church is to continue to study the Bible 
and worship God. 

4. Every time the “police” come in, they should say, “It is illegal to be a Christian in this country. Because you are 
worshipping God and meeting together, we are going to ________.” Fill in the blank based on what the police will do 
or will take away.

5. Police Orders: Below is the list of things the police may take from the students. Add or take away from this list based 
on your group’s dynamics. 
• Take away all Bibles
• Take away chairs and or tables
• Take away musical instruments
• Take away teacher(s)
• Take away shoes
• Take away “space” — force students to  sit in the corner close together
• Choose one student beforehand to join the “police”
• 

6. Remember the goal is to continue to study the Bible and worship God. In the beginning when the teacher 

instruments, chairs, etc. When Bibles are taken away, have students tell stories they remember from the Bible, sing 
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songs they know from memory or recite memory verses. 
7. Allow enough time at the end to debrief the experience with the students. Below is a list of possible questions to 

discuss with students:
• What was the hardest part of being persecuted?
• What was the most difficult item to lose? Why?
• How did it make you feel?
• How does God use persecution to make stronger Christians?
• How would this affect your study of the Bible and your worship of God?
• What do you take for granted?
• How did it feel for one of your group to join the “police?” Could you forgive them?
• What does this tell you about God and about man?

Closing Prayer
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Thank you, Father, for your love and the free gift of eternal life. 

Grades 1-4
Thank you, Father, for your love and the free gift of eternal life. We pray that if any student here wants to follow you that 
they would choose tonight to believe that Jesus is God. 

Grades 5-6
Father, we pray for all the children around the world who are suffering because they choose to follow you. We pray you 
will give them strength. We pray you will give them everything they need. 
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A wedding in Vietnam is not at all like a wedding in America! 

One day as I was heading out of my house to go to the market in Vietnam, I 
saw my first Vietnamese wedding event. It was difficult to make my way along 
the alleyways and sidewalks to the main street.  It seemed a parade was going 
on!  In front of the line was a young Vietnamese man in a nice suit. (Sometimes 
he will wear a traditional silk outfit).  Behind him were several family members 
carrying large red, round, decorative tin boxes draped with red cloth.  They 
looked like large red cakes!  What could be in those boxes? Behind those people 
were other people carrying baskets of fruit, a 
real cake and some had small red envelopes!

This was the parade of the groom.  He 
was heading to the home of the bride.  There 
he would talk with the family of the bride 
and later she would come out of the back 
room wearing her wedding dress!  This long 
traditional outfit really isn’t a dress at all.  It is 
called the AO DAI (prounouced “ou y-eye).  
It is a long tunic with pants.  And, it is not 
the American traditional wedding dress color 
either.  It is RED.  Red is the Vietnamese 
wedding color!  This is a photo of an Ao Dai. 

Next, the red tin boxes are opened for the 
ceremony.  The groom and his family will open 
the boxes to find a nice necklace and earrings.  
The groom will put these on the bride, 

A Wedding in Vietnam

These are some friends of mine 
who just got married.  They are 
wearing  their wedding clothes. 
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much like a wedding ring in an American ceremony.  The other boxes contain 
a traditional nut, called the betel nut, 
special fruits to be offered at the ancestral 
worship altar, some bottles of drinks 
(usually alcohol) and some traditional 
small cakes.  Once these gifts are opened, 
the bride will join the parade, and the 
couple will walk back to the groom’s 
home. This is the home where she will 
live.  Brides and grooms do not get their 
own homes when they get married.

This is a picture of the parade.  The bride 
and groom are in the second row.  The 
family representative, perhaps a father, is in 
the front. A friend or a sister of the bride or 
groom is next to her. Family follows.

There will be a small ceremony at the 
groom’s home where the bride and the 
groom will burn incense and chant before 
the altar. More special fruits and offerings 
are offered at the ancestral altar.    

After these family ceremonies are finished — friends rarely attend these 
intimate family ceremonies —the family will host a large party at a restaurant.  
At this party the bride may wear up to seven different dresses.  She changes often!  
One or two of these dresses might resemble a traditional American wedding 
dress.  The bride and groom will have many photos taken in these different 
outfits!  Many people will give red envelopes to the bride and groom. A large 
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Some questions you may be asking:  
Where is the pastor?  Most Vietnamese are not Christians, and they do not 

go to church.  So, they do not understand the need to be married in a church 
by a pastor.  

What is a family altar?  Most Vietnamese give offerings (like fruit) and 
burn incense to their family members who have already died.  They do this to 
honor but also to appease the spirits of their dead ancestors and to bring luck 
and blessings into their homes.  If they don’t do it, they think they will have 
bad luck.  This is a very important part of Vietnamese life if the family doesn’t 
believe in God. They are always fearful and hoping for good luck. They always 
want to please the spirits.  Once they learn about God and accept Him, they 
live in peace and no longer have a family altar. 

Why do they wear red instead of white at the wedding? Red is considered 
a lucky color in many parts of Asia.

Why do they eat pig intestines?  Vietnamese eat many foods that are 
different from American foods. These are the foods available to them, and 

meal will be served with special foods like fish, rice, soup with pig intestines and 
other odd but traditional wedding foods! 

Here is a photo of a wedding soup called a 
Hot Pot. 

Pig ear soup with boiled eggs. 
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they have grown up liking them.  They also eat crickets, snake and lots of snails.  
Sometimes pig ear soup is also a treat at a wedding!  

What are in the red envelops given at the home and at the big restaurant 
party?  Money!  Most people don’t give gifts of towels or dishes.  Superstition 
makes it difficult to give the right gift.  For example if you give a set of glasses 
but one of them breaks, the couple’s relationship might break also!  So, money is 
the best gift!  It also helps the couple pay for the big restaurant party! 

Do Vietnamese ever have a wedding ring?  Yes they have recently taken to 
wearing wedding rings. They will purchase them and wear them after they are 
married but the ring exchange is not traditionally a part of the ceremony.

Do Christian’s get married in the same way?  Christians have a red 
box ceremony in the home of the bride and groom and a large reception at a 
restaurant.  The bride will wear a red Ao Dai.  However, they will also have a 
small ceremony with friends 
and family at a church and a 
pastor will officiate.  It looks very 
similar to weddings we have in 
the US.  We believe Vietnamese 
Christians learned this practice 
from Western missionaries as 
a public testimony that they 
submit their marriage to the 
leadership of God.  But, a pastor 
may do this for a couple outside 
the church if they live in a small 
village where there is no church.  
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Preschool



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2015 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Zeke, Malee and Madu are eating noodles 
at a restaurant. 

POP. BANG. At the top of the street, 
firecrackers crack loudly. A parade is coming! 

“Look!” says Zeke. “There are two red 
umbrellas!”

 “What is happening?” Madu shouts to 
Zeke. 

 “It is a wedding parade!” Zeke says.  “The groom is on his way to 
his bride’s house to get married.” 

 The parade comes closer. Under the first red umbrella walks an 
older man dressed in black. Then comes the second red umbrella. A 

young man dressed in a long blue 
shirt, a matching hat and white 

pants walks underneath it. 

 Malee points 
at the young man. “Is 
that the groom?” she 
asks. 

 “Yes!” says 

A Boy, a Bear and a Bird
on a Bike
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Zeke. “The man in black is 
close to his family.” 

 Several young men 
follow the groom. They 
carry eight boxes. Each 
box has a red cloth on top. 
More people follow the 
young men. 

“Why are they carrying 
Christmas presents? Isn’t it 
April?” Madu asks.  

 “Those aren’t Christmas gifts, Madu! Those are wedding 
presents!” Zeke says. 

 “Why are they red?” Madu asks. 

 “Red is the normal wedding color in Vietnam. The presents are 
for the bride’s family. The groom’s family sends clothing, jewelry and 
fruit to the bride and her family,” Zeke says.

 “Do they get married at the bride’s house?” Malee asks. 

 “Kind of,” Zeke says. “They give 
the presents to the bride’s family. 
Then they pray to the spirits for a 
blessing at their family altar.”

 “What’s an altar?” asks Madu. 

 “If the people don’t believe 
in Jesus, an altar is a place where 



For you are saved by grace 
through faith, and this is not 
from yourselves; it is God’s 
gift— not from works, so 
that no one can boast.”

 Ephesians 2:8
CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2015 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

they give presents to idols,” Zeke says. “They think if they give the idols 
presents, then the spirits will be happy and won’t hurt them.”  

“I’m glad I know Jesus loves me,” Malee says. “Before I heard about 
Jesus, I was always afraid that God was angry with me.” 

 “We don’t have to give God presents to make him happy!” Zeke 
says. “He gave US the best gift ever, His son, Jesus.” 

 “Hey, I have an idea!” says Madu. “Let’s follow the parade and pray 
that this couple will learn about Jesus!”

 “That’s a 
great idea! We 
can all fit on 
Zeke’s bike!” 
Malee says, 
hopping into the 
basket of Zeke’s 
bike. 

Zeke jumps 
on the seat, and 
Madu rides on 
the back wheel. 
People point and stared as a bear, a 
seagull and a boy fly down the street 
on a bicycle.
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Grades
1-4
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Clouds of steam rose up around Malee’s 
face from her bowl of Pho (pronounced 
FUH). Madu and Malee were sitting on the 
street in Vietnam eating at a café. It was a 
busy morning and people on bicycles crowded 
the street as they were leaving for school 
and work. People sat on small plastic stools 
along the street eating their morning bowls of 
noodle soup. 

 SLURRP. Madu couldn’t even see Malee’s face anymore.

 “Malee, where are you?” Madu peered deeply into the steam that 
blocked his view of Malee. 

 SLURRP! 
SQUAWK! No 

words could be 
heard coming 
from Malee. 
The noodles 
had wrapped 

themselves around 
Malee’s beak so tightly that she couldn’t even open her beak. 

A Boy, a Bear and a Bird
on a Bike
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 “This may be the first time you 
have ever been speechless!” Madu 
joked as he took another big bite 
from his bowl with his chopsticks. 

 Another big SLURRPP came 
from across the table as Malee tried 
to get a handle on the noodles 
wrapped around her beak. The ends 
of the noodles flew wildly as Malee 
successfully slurped them into her 
beak. 

 “WHEW! I almost panicked! For 
a while there, I thought I was going 

to be the first seagull to drown in a bowl of noodles! It reminded me 
of that time when I got a baby octopus stuck around my beak!” Malee 
took in several gulps of air as she tried to catch her breath. 

 “Hey, look, here comes Zeke on a 
bicycle!” cried Madu.

 “Sorry, I’m late for breakfast! My 
bike got a flat on the way over here. Wow! 
That soup smells good!” Zeke said as he 
parked his bicycle.

 “You were right, Zeke! This Pho is 
delicious!” Malee stuffed her beak with 
another mouthful of noodles. 

 “How many bowls of noodles 
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have you eaten, Malee?” joked Zeke as he sat down.   

 “I think she is on her third!” Madu pointed at the two empty bowls 
on the table while Malee struggled to swallow more noodles.

 “I’m sure glad you two decided to come with me on this trip to 
Vietnam.” The three friends had spent the last two weeks in Vietnam 
telling others about Jesus.  

 Malee swallowed her last bit of noodles and looked up from her 
bowl. A few stray strands of noodles still hung from the bottom of her 
beak. It looked like she had a beard! 

 “I love Vietnam! I love the people, the smells, the culture …” Malee 
began. Her noodle beard bounced up and down as she spoke. 

 “Oh, and don’t forget the FOOD!” teased Madu as he yanked the 
noodle beard from Malee’s face.

 “The food is pretty great, too!” cried Malee, a little shy after the 
noodle beard. 
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 “I have been so amazed by the Christians in Vietnam! They tell 
people about Jesus even when they might get in trouble,” Madu said 
excitedly. 

 “Sometimes I am really afraid to tell people that I follow Jesus 
where I live. People don’t like Christians. Sometimes they won’t let 
them live in their neighborhood or go to their schools.  I don’t want to 
tell my friends that I am Christian because I am afraid they won’t want 
to play with me anymore.” A big tear rolled down Malee’s cheek. 

 “That is really tough, Malee. I know Christians here in Vietnam 
have that same fear. Many of the Christians here have lost their jobs, 
their friends and their family when they began to follow Jesus. Some 
have even been sent to prison because they told others about Jesus!” 
Zeke whispered to Madu 
and Malee.

 “After meeting 
Christians here in 
Vietnam, I’m praying 
that God will help 
me not to be scared 
anymore. I know that 
God will be with me. 
even if I don’t have any 
friends or people make 
fun of me.” Malee wiped tears from her eyes. 

 POP. BANG. At the top of the street, long strands of firecrackers 
began cracking loudly.  Then, a parade began to make its way towards 
them. 



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2015 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

 At the top of the 
street, two red silk 
umbrellas with colorful 
tassels hanging from 
the edges led the way 
down the street. 

 “What is going on?” 
shouted Madu to Zeke. 

 “It’s a wedding 
parade! The groom 
is on his way to 
his bride’s house to 
begin the wedding 
ceremony.” Zeke tried 

his best to yell over the beating drums.

 The parade grew louder as it drew closer to the three friends. 

The umbrellas came closer. Under the first umbrella was an older 
man dressed in black silk. Then came the second umbrella with a young 
man dressed in a blue silk tunic, a matching hat and white silk pants. 

 Malee pointed at the young man and yelled, “Is that the groom?”

 “Yes, and the man in front is a man who is important to his 
family,” Zeke explained. By now, the noise of the drums and firecrackers 
had passed.

 Several young men followed the groom carrying eight boxes. Each 
box was draped with a red cloth. More people followed the young men 
as other members of the family paraded down the street. 
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 “Why are they carrying Christmas presents to the bride’s house? I 
thought it was April.” Madu asked while he scratched his ear. 

 “Those aren’t Christmas gifts, Madu! I think they are wedding 
presents!” Malee exclaimed. 

 “If they are wedding 
presents, why are they red?” 
Madu asked. 

 “In Vietnam and 
other countries, red is 
the traditional wedding 
color. They are wedding 
presents for the bride’s 
family. The groom’s 
family sends clothing, 
jewelry, fruit and other 
items to the bride and her family,” Zeke explained.

 “Do they get married at the bride’s house?” Malee asked. 

 “Well, kind of. They give the presents to the bride’s family and 
then they pray and ask for a blessing at their family altar. They believe 
that if they don’t offer presents to the spirits of the family then they 
won’t have a lucky marriage, ” Zeke explained. 

 “What’s an altar?” asked Madu. 

 “Well if the people don’t believe in Jesus, an altar is a place where 
they give presents to idols. They think that if they give them presents, 
then it will make the god happy with them and they won’t hurt them” 
Zeke said, as he started on his second bowl of noodles.



For you are saved by grace 
through faith, and this is not 
from yourselves; it is God’s 
gift— not from works, so 
that no one can boast.”

 Ephesians 2:8
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 “I’m glad I know Jesus loves me. Before I heard about Jesus, I 
was always afraid that God would be angry with me.” Malee slurped 
up her last noodle from her bowl. 

 “Hey, I have an idea!” cried Madu. “Let’s follow the parade and 
pray that this couple will follow Jesus some day.”

 “That’s a great idea! We can all fit on Zeke’s bike!” Malee said as 
she hopped up into the basket on the front of Zeke’s bicycle. 
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Grades
5-6
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Clouds of steam rose up around Malee’s 
face from her bowl of Pho, (pronounced 
FUH). Madu and Malee were sitting on the 
street in Vietnam eating at a café. It was a 
busy morning and people on bicycles crowded 
the street as they were leaving for school 
and work. People sat on small plastic stools 
along the street eating their morning bowls of 
noodle soup. 

 SLURRP. Madu couldn’t even see Malee’s face anymore.

 “Malee, where are you?” Madu 
peered deeply into the 

steam that blocked his 
view of Malee. 

 SLURRP! 
SQUAWK! No 
words could be 
heard coming 
from Malee. 

The noodles had 
wrapped themselves around Malee’s beak so tightly that she couldn’t 

A Boy, a Bear and a Bird
on a Bike
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even open her beak. 

 “This may be the first time you 
have ever been speechless!” Madu 
joked as he took another big bite 
from his bowl with his chopsticks. 

 Another big SLURRPP came 
from across the table as Malee tried 
to get a handle on the noodles 
wrapped around her beak. The ends 
of the noodles flew wildly as Malee 
successfully slurped them into her 
beak. 

 “WHEW! I almost panicked! For 
a while there, I thought I was going to be the first seagull to drown 
in a bowl of noodles! It reminded me of that time when I got a baby 
octopus stuck around my beak!” Malee took in 
several gulps of air as she tried to catch her 
breath. 

 “Hey, look, here comes Zeke on 
a bicycle!” cried Madu as he tried to 
distract Malee from telling the octopus 
story again. Malee’s stories were always a 
bit long.

 “Sorry, I’m late for breakfast! 
My bike got a flat on the way 
over here. Wow! That soup smells 
good!” Zeke said as he parked his 
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bicycle on the side of the street. 

 “You were right, Zeke! This Pho is delicious!” Malee said as she 
stuffed her beak with another mouthful of noodles. 

 “How many bowls of noodles have you eaten, Malee?” joked Zeke 
as he sat down.   

 “I think she is on her third!” Madu pointed at the two empty bowls 
on the table while Malee struggled to swallow more noodles.

 “I’m sure glad you two decided to come with me on this trip to 
Vietnam,” Zeke said. 

The three friends had spent the last two weeks in Vietnam working 
with local churches and sharing Jesus with people in the villages.  

 Malee swallowed her last bit of noodles and looked up from her 
bowl. A few stray strands of noodles still hung from the bottom of her 
beak. She looked like she had a beard. 
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 “I love Vietnam! I love the people, the smells, the culture,” Malee 
began.  Her noodle beard bounced up and down as she spoke. 

 “Oh and don’t forget the FOOD!” teased Madu as he yanked the 
noodle beard from Malee’s face.

 “The food is pretty great, too!” cried Malee, a little bashful after 
the noodle beard incident. 

 “I have been so amazed by the Christians in Vietnam! They tell 
people about Jesus even when they might get in trouble,” Madu spoke 
excitedly. 

 “Sometimes I am really afraid to tell people that I follow Jesus 
in Sri Lanka. People don’t like Christians. Sometimes, they won’t let 
them live in their neighborhood or go to their schools. We have to be 
really quiet when we read the 
Bible with our family and 
sing. The neighbors might 
call the police. I don’t want 
to tell my friends that I am 
Christian because I am afraid 
they won’t want to play with 
me anymore.” A big tear rolled 
down Malee’s cheek. 

 “That is really tough, 
Malee. I know Christians here in Vietnam have that same fear. Many 
Christians have lost their jobs, their friends and their family when they 
began to follow Jesus. Some have even been sent to prison because they 
told others about Jesus!” Zeke whispered quietly to Madu and Malee as 
the waitress brought him his bowl of Pho.
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 “After meeting 
Christians here in Vietnam, 
I’m praying that God will 
help me not to be scared 
anymore. I know that God 
will be with me even if I don’t 
have any friends or if people 
make fun of me.” Malee 
wiped salty tears from her 
eyes. 

 POP. BANG. At the 
top of the street, long strands 

of firecrackers began cracking loudly. Then, what sounded like pots 
and pans being dropped joined the firecrackers.  Suddenly, the already 
crowded street became flooded with even more people. What looked 
like a parade began to make its way towards them. 

 At the top of the street, two red silk umbrellas with colorful tassels 
hanging from the edges led the way down the street. 

 “What is going on?” shouted Madu to Zeke. 

 “It’s a wedding parade! The groom is on his way to his bride’s 
house to begin the wedding ceremony,” Zeke tried his best to yell over 
the beating drums.

 The parade grew louder as it drew closer to the three friends sitting 
together on the side of the street. The street swelled with people.

 The umbrellas came closer. Under the first umbrella walked an older 
man dressed in black silk. Then came the second umbrella with a young 
man dressed in a blue silk tunic, matching hat and white silk pants. 
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 Malee pointed at the young man and yelled, “Is that the groom?”

 “Yes, and the man in front is a man who is important to 
his family,” Zeke explained. By now, the noise of the drums and 
firecrackers had passed.

 Several young men followed 
the groom carrying eight boxes. 
Each box was draped with a red 
cloth. More people followed the 
young men as other members of 
the family paraded down the 
street. 

 “Why are they carrying 
Christmas presents to the bride’s 
house? I thought it was April,” Madu asked while he scratched his ear. 

 “Those aren’t Christmas gifts, Madu! I bet those are wedding 
presents!” Malee exclaimed. 

 “If they are wedding presents, why are they red?” Madu asked. 

 “In Vietnam and other countries, red is the traditional wedding 
color. They are wedding presents for the bride’s family. The groom’s 
family sends clothing, jewelry, fruit and other items to the bride and 
her family,” Zeke explained.

 “Do they get married at the bride’s house?” Malee asked. 

 “Well, kind of. They give the presents to the bride’s family and 
then they pray and ask for a blessing at their family altar. They believe 
that if they don’t offer presents to the spirits of the family then they 
won’t have a lucky marriage. Later, they have a big reception or party 



 “But I tell you, love 
your enemies and 
pray for those who 

persecute you”.
Matthew 5:44

CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2015 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

with the rest of their family and friends,” Zeke said, finishing his bowl 
of noodles. 

 “What do Christians do when they get married?” asked Madu.

 “Well, most Christians get married in a church,” Zeke said. 

 “What about their friends and family who aren’t Christians? 
Do they get angry if the bride and groom don’t offer presents to their 
family altar?” Malee whispered quietly. 

 “It is hard for the bride and groom. They want to honor their 
family, but they want to follow Jesus too,” Zeke said as he, Madu and 
Malee got up from their small table. 

 “Hey, I have an idea!” cried Madu. “Let’s follow the parade and 
pray for this couple.”

 “That’s a great idea! 
We can all fit on Zeke’s 
bike!” Malee said as she 
hopped up into the basket 
on the front of Zeke’s 
bicycle. 

 Zeke jumped on the 
seat, and Madu stood up 
on the back wheel axles. 
People pointed and stared as a bear, 
a seagull and a boy flew down the 
street on a bicycle. 
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 

“For you are saved by 
grace through faith...
it is God’s gift – not 
from works, so that 
no one can boast.”

Ephesians 2:8
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 

“But I tell you, love 
your enemies and 

pray for those who 
persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44
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