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Parent/Teacher Guide

“Decorations in the Sky”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool (Ages 3-5): Children learn about Chinese New Year. 
Grades 1-4: Children learn about Chinese New Year.
Grades 5-6: Children learn about Chinese New Year.

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool (Ages 3-5): Children connect the dots to draw a Chinese lantern.
Grades 1-4: Children make paper lanterns out of construction paper.
Grades 5-6: Children make Chinese lanterns out of paper mache. (Children can begin this as an opening activity, but due 
to drying time, the activity will conclude later.)

Background Information:

All ages:

• Chinese New Year falls in late January or February. The date differs each year and is determined by the Lunar 
Calendar. 

• Chinese New Year is the most celebrated holiday on the Chinese calendar, comparable to the western celebration of 
Christmas in terms of cultural significance.

• Chinese New Year has many traditions associated with it.  This story only names a few of them. 

• Chinese New Year holidays last for 15 days. The first three days are the most important days of the holiday. The 15th 
day is also an important day and is sometimes called the Lantern Festival.

• Everyone who can goes home for a big family reunion dinner on Chinese New Year’s Eve. In the children’s stories, 
Taishan and Zeke are invited to the Chen’s house for this special dinner. 

• On Chinese New Year’s Eve, fireworks light the sky and noisy firecrackers erupt in explosions. This continues all night 
long. Each family sets off these fireworks outside their own home. (Fireworks are relatively inexpensive in China.) 
Fireworks can be seen and heard for the entire 15 days of the holiday, though the first and last nights of the holidays 
are usually the noisiest. Chinese people feel that fireworks are a vital part of their New Year tradition and celebration.

• Lanterns are used both as lights and as traditional decorations in China. Restaurants are often decorated with red 
lanterns hanging year round. People also decorate homes, offices, and other buildings with lanterns for special 
holidays. During the lantern festival, lanterns of various sizes, styles, and colors can be seen throughout China. In 
some locations, people light candles inside the lanterns and watch them ascend in the night sky. 

• Red represents happiness in China. Lanterns, money envelopes, decorations and clothing are just a few examples of 
items that are red.

• Many people in China live in villages. Villages are similar to small towns in America, except in Chinese villages, most 
people are farmers with a low income. Village life is simple. Most Chinese people associate village life with a slow 
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pace of life, clean air, a tight-knit community, and warm relationships. In the story, Mr. and Mrs. Chen live in a village.

• Christianity in China is growing among all economic groups. In early 2011, an estimated 6 percent of Chinese people 
claim to be evangelical Christians. Millions of other Chinese people have yet to hear the story of Christ though. 
Christianity is spread by believers - both Chinese and foreigners -  traveling to towns and villages where the Gospel 
is not known and proclaiming it. In the story, Mr. Chen became a Christian through the witness of Christians from 
another village who carried to the Gospel to his village. In turn, he shared the Gospel with his own family.

• To learn more about Christianity in China and the current needs, please read: http://eastasianpeoples.imb.org/
feature/shortfall-of-bibles-in-china-part-one/

Grades 1-4:

• Red money envelopes, known as “lucky money,” are given to children and unmarried young adults during the holiday 
period. The amount of cash inside varies. Neighbors may give children cash equivalent to one or two dollars. Relatives 
may give tens or even hundreds of dollars.

Grades 5-6: 

• Chinese New Year is also known in China as “Spring Festival.” Though in the west it is considered to be the middle of 
winter, Chinese see the New Year as the beginning of spring.

• Red money envelopes, known as “lucky money,” are given to children and unmarried young adults during the holiday 
period. The amount of cash inside varies. Neighbors may give children cash equivalent to one or two dollars. Relatives 
may give tens or even hundreds of dollars.

• In the story, the Chens are the only Christians in their village. There is no church in their village.

The Stories:

Preschool (Ages 3-5): “Decorations in the Sky”
Grades 1-4: “Decorations in the Sky”
Grades 5-6:  “Decorations in the Sky”

Bible Verses:

Preschool (Ages 3-5):
John 9:5 – Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”
Point out to the children that in the story, two kinds of lights are mentioned: lanterns and fireworks. Then tell children 
to imagine they are in a dark room.  If they walk around in the dark room, they will trip, fall or hurt themselves. It can be 
dangerous. Even one light helps us to see more clearly. Tell them that Jesus is like a light for our lives that makes our lives 
better.

Grades 1-4:
John 9:5 – Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”
Point out to the children that in the story, two kinds of lights are mentioned: lanterns and fireworks. Then tell children 
to imagine they are in a dark room.  If they walk around in the dark room, they will trip, fall or hurt themselves. It can be 
dangerous. Even one light helps us to see more clearly. Tell them that Jesus is like a light for our lives that makes our lives 
better.
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Grades 5-6:
Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Point out to the children that in the story, two kinds of lights are mentioned: lanterns and fireworks. Tell children to imag-
ine they are walking down a dark pathway at night. If there is a lamp or lantern (or even fireworks), they can see where 
they are going. Tell them that the Bible is like a lamp for our lives. It helps us see life more clearly. It helps us not to make 
bad decisions. It helps us not to stumble and fall.

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5): 
• Coloring page

Grades 1-4:
• Do fireworks art page. Or,

• Make lucky money envelopes.

Grades 5-6:
• Make firecracker decoration craft.

Closing Prayer:

Preschool (Ages 3-5):
• Pray for Chinese people. Most Chinese people do not know about God.

Grades 1-4:
• Pray that all Chinese people will get to hear about God and the Bible.

Grades 5-6:
• Pray that Christians in China will tell other people about God. Many people have not heard about God yet.

• Pray for more churches to be started in China. 
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Taishan and Zeke are in China to visit their friends. 
It is Chinese New Year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chen invite them for dinner. Taishan 
and Zeke walk to their house. They knock on the door. 
Red lanterns hang near the door. 

“The lanterns are pretty,” Zeke says. 

Mr. Chen opens the door. “Happy New Year,” he says.

Decorations in the Sky
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Taishan and Zeke eat dinner with the Chens.

Mr. Chen prays. He thanks God for the food. 

Mr. Chen believes in God. People from another town came to 
his house. They told him about God. Now he believes in Jesus. His 
family believes in Jesus, too.

Taishan and Zeke hear a noise. It is loud.

Taishan jumps. The Chens laugh. Taishan says, “Where is Zeke?” 

Zeke is hiding under the table. The loud noise does not stop. Zeke 
is scared. 

“What is that noise?” Zeke asks.

“Fireworks. You will hear many fireworks tonight,” Mr. Chen says. 

“I like them. They make the sky look pretty!” Taishan says.
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Zeke is visiting China for Chinese New Year with his friend, Taishan. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chen invite them for dinner. Zeke and Taishan walk to 
their house. It is a very cold night.

When they arrive at the Chens, they knock on the door. They notice 
red lanterns hanging near the door.  Taishan explains to Zeke that 
Chinese people decorate their front doors with lanterns during the holiday, 
like people in the United States decorate with wreaths at Christmas time. 

Mr. Chen opens the door. “Happy New Year!” he says.

Mr. and Mrs. Chen give Taishan and Zeke a red envelope each. Inside is paper money. Taishan 
says all young people get red envelopes for the holiday. The red envelopes are called “lucky money.”

Zeke likes Chinese New Year already!

Taishan and Zeke sit down with the family to a dinner of soup, fish, meat and dumplings. Mr. 
Chen says a prayer of blessing. He thanks God for the food. He asks God to help them in the new year. 

Mr. Chen believes in God. He explains to Zeke and Taishan that Christians 
from another town came to his house one day. They 

told him about Jesus. Mr. Chen believed 
in Jesus and decided to follow Him. 
Then he told his family about Jesus, and 
they believed in Him, too. He is glad 
someone told him about Jesus.

Suddenly, they all hear a loud noise 
outside their house. 

Taishan jumps. His food flies in 
the air. The Chens laugh, but Zeke is 
nowhere to be found. Taishan looks 
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around. “Where did Zeke go?” he asks. 

They find Zeke hiding under the table. He is scared 
of loud noises. 

“What is that?” Zeke wants to know.

“People here have many fireworks. It is part of the 
celebration of Chinese New Year. The noise will stop 
tomorrow,” Mr. Chen explains. 

Zeke isn’t so sure he likes this part of Chinese New Year. 

Taishan smiles. “I like fireworks. They make the sky look pretty.”

Zeke, Taishan and the family go outside to watch the fireworks. Although Zeke still doesn’t 
like the noise, he enjoys the way they light up the sky, and he is happy to celebrate Chinese New 
Year with his new friends.
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Lucky Money Envelopes 
Grades 1-4 
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Chinese Lantern Craft 
 
Supplies Needed: 

! Red paper, card stock or construction paper 
! Scissors 
! Glue sticks, tape or stapler 
! String or yarn (optional) 

 

 
 
STEP 1 
 

Fold the Sheet 
Fold a sheet of paper in half length-
wise, forming a long, thin rectangle 
 
 

 
 
STEP 2 
 

Cut Strips 
Make a series of cuts, 16-24 of them, 
along the FOLD line of the paper. Do 
not cut all the way to the edge of the 
paper, but leave an inch or more from 
the edge as you cut. Do not make 
cuts at the very ends of the paper. 

 
 
 

 
 
STEP 3 
 

Unfold then Bring it 
Together 
Unfold the paper.  Take the two 
shortest ends of the paper, bring 
them together to form a circle and 
attach the two ends with tape. 
 

 

 
 
STEP 4 
 

Attach the Handle 
Using a separate piece of paper of the 
same color, cut a strip of paper about 
9” X 1/2.” Tape this along the top so 
that it becomes the handle of the 
lantern. 

 
STEP 5 

Optional Step  
Using string or yarn, hang the lanterns in the room as decorations. They can be 
strung together or hung separately. Lanterns are for decorations only and are not 
to be used with candles. 
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Fireworks Artwork  
for Grades 1 through 4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supplies Needed: 
! glue 
! glitter 
! black or blue construction paper 

Step One: 
 
Place glue on construction paper in the 
pattern of fireworks. 

Step Two: 
Put glitter on the glue. Let each section 
dry completely before adding other 
starburst patterns to the construction 
paper. 
 
Step Three: 
Using a glitter pen, write “Happy 
Chinese New Year” 
 
Step Four: 
Hang on the wall to decorate for 
Chinese New Year! 
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Lantern Artwork 
Grades 1-4 
 

 
 
Supplies Needed: 

! 1-3 printed copies of the lantern template for each child 
! markers, if coloring 
! red tissue paper and glue for paper mache artwork 
! scissors 
! tape or string to hang the lantern 
! hole punch (optional) 

 
 
Steps 
 
If Coloring: 

1. Use red and gold markers to decorate the Chinese lantern. 
2. Cut out the pattern. 
3. Hang with string or tape 

 
If decorating with paper mache: 

1. Spread a thin coat of glue on the lantern outline. 
2. Use torn pieces of tissue paper to place on top of the glue. Let dry 

thoroughly. 
3. When completely dry, cut out the lantern shape. 
4. Hang with string or tape. 

 
Option: Hang three lanterns, one on top of the other, connected by string. 
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“C’mon, Taishan! Hurry up! It’s cold out here,” Zeke hustles through 
the cold winter night with Taishan lagging a few steps behind. Zeke is 
visiting China again – this time to celebrate Chinese New Year with his 
friend, Taishan. 

“I’m coming! I’m coming!” Taishan assures Zeke. 

Zeke and Taishan are visiting Taishan’s friends, Mr. and Mrs. Chen. 
They live in a small village. Zeke decided to walk because he thought 
Taishan needed the exercise. Now, he thinks it might have been better to take a taxi. But he 
doesn’t tell Taishan this. He doesn’t want to hurt his feelings. 

As they trudge through the cold, Zeke notices red lanterns hanging near many of the doorways 
in the village. 

“What do the red lanterns mean?” Zeke asks Taishan. He thinks Taishan will speed up if he is 
telling a story.  

“The lanterns are symbols of the holiday,” Taishan explains, eager to explain the New Year 
traditions to his friend. “Chinese people hang them near their doors 

during the holiday.” 

“Oh, I get it,” Zeke says. “Kind of 
like people in the United States decorate 
their doors with wreaths at Christmas 
time. Hey, look! We’re here!”

Taishan and Zeke approach the front 
door, and Taishan knocks. Mr. Chen, 
a small bald man with round glasses, 
opens the door with a smile on his face. 

“Happy Spring Festival’s Eve!” he 
exclaims.

Decorations in the Sky
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“Spring Festival? I thought this holiday was Chinese 
New Year,” says Zeke, confused. 

“I forgot to tell you about that, bro. Chinese New 
Year is called Spring Festival in China,” explains Taishan. 

As the boys shake off the cold and hang up their 
coats, Mr. and Mrs. Chen give them each a red envelope. 
Inside is paper money. 

“These are called, ‘lucky money,’” Mr. Chen explains. 
“We give these to all the young people during the holiday.”  

“Ooh, I think I like Chinese New Year already!” Zeke laughs. 

Taishan and Zeke are sharing a special meal with the Chen family tonight. Before they eat, Mr. 
Chen prays and thanks God for all the good things of the past year. He asks God to protect them in 
the coming year. And, of course, he also thanks God for the food.

Zeke notices there is plenty of food to be thankful for! Soon they are busy eating meat dumplings, 
soup, fish, noodles, and more.  It is all very delicious – better than anything Zeke has ever eaten in 
Chinese restaurants in America. It doesn’t take long for Zeke and Taishan to get very full. 

Zeke also wants to ask Mr. and Mrs. Chen a question. His father told him that there aren’t many 
Christians in China so Zeke is curious about Mr. Chen’s story. 

“Mr. Chen,” Zeke asks. “I know you and Mrs. Chen are followers of Jesus. Are there many other 
Christians in your village?” 

Mr. Chen shakes his head, sadly, “No, Zeke. Not many at all. I began following Jesus three years 
ago after some Christians from a nearby village came to my house and told me about Jesus. I trusted 
Him and I told my wife and parents about him. Now, our whole family follows Jesus.” 

“We are very thankful that people came to tell us about Jesus,” Mrs. Chen says. “We do our best to 
tell others about him, too.” 

Zeke also heard from his dad that many Chinese Christians are sometimes harassed when they 
follow Jesus. He isn’t sure what that means, and he isn’t sure how to ask Mr. and Mrs. Chen about it. 
Before he can, though, a loud noise  - like an explosion – shakes the house. 

Taishan jumps and the rest of his meat dumpling flies in the air. Mr. and Mrs. Chen laugh, but 
Zeke is nowhere to be found. 

“Hey! Where did Zeke go?” Taishan asks. 



Your word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light 

to my path. 
Psalm 119:105
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They quickly discover Zeke hiding under the table. The loud noises continue – one after another. 

“What is that?” Zeke asks, as Taishan helps him out from under the table. “It sounds like an 
explosion.”

Taishan smiles. 

“It’s fireworks, bro,” Taishan explains. “On Chinese New Year, people all over China set off 
firecrackers and fireworks.”

“It will be like this all night,” Mrs. Chen explains. 

“I’m not sure I like this part of Chinese New Year,” Zeke admits. 

“Hey! It’s nothing to worry about, Zeke. Fireworks are my favorite part of Chinese New Year. 
They decorate the sky! Let’s go outside and watch!”

Together, Zeke, Taishan and the Chen family head outside to watch the display. Even though 
Zeke isn’t a fan of the noise, he has to agree that the fireworks are beautiful, and he is grateful for the 
chance to spend Chinese New Year with his new friends. 



Chinese Paper-Mache Lantern Craft 
Grades 5-6 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEP ONE: 
Mix 4 parts water and 1 part flour in sauce pan, cooking over 
low heat until smooth. Let cool. (For one lantern, 1 cup of 
water and ¼ cup of flour will make enough paste.) 
 

STEP TWO: 
Blow up balloon and tie it. Tear strips of red paper and coat 
inside layer of paper strips with flour paste. Use a spatula, 
pastry brush, or your fingers to apply the paste. After the 
paper is glued onto the balloon, smooth down any ends by 
applying the flour paste on the outside of the paper. The 
paste will dry clear. 
 

STEP THREE: 
Let the paper-mache balloon dry thoroughly. For best results, 
wait 24 hours. (Drying time will vary depending on room 
temperature, paper thickness, etc. Set on top of a bowl or 
cup as it dries.) 
 

STEP FOUR: 
Pop the balloon. On the end of the balloon where the 
balloon knot was previously tied, cut a larger opening. 
 

STEP FIVE  
Cut a piece of yellow construction paper approximately 11” X 
3”. Taking precautions not to cut to the very end of the paper, 
cut fringe along the entire length of the strip. Affix fringe to 
the inside of the lantern using tape. 
Alternate idea: affix lightweight gold furniture or clothing 
fringe 
 

STEP SIX: 
With scissors, make a small hole in the top of the lantern.   
 

STEP SEVEN: 
Take a long piece of string (approximately 18” long). About 6 
inches from the end of the string, tie a large knot. Reinforce 
the knot with tape to make it even bigger. Then pull the six 
inches on the end of the string through the small hole you 
made on the top of the lantern. Pull the string gently until 
the knot inside the lantern cannot come through.  With the 
six inches of string outside the top of the lantern, make a 
loop and tie it. The lantern will hang from this knot. 
 

STEP EIGHT: 
Print out a copy of the hanging medallions. Cut out the 
medallions. Attach one of the medallions to the string using 
tape. Apply glue, then attach the second medallion to the 
back of the first one. 
 
You are finished! Hang the Chinese lantern from a doorway 
or balcony. 
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
sauce pan 
measuring cup 
wooden spoon 
flour, 1 cup or more 
water 
measuring cup 
glue 
scissors 
tape 
string or yarn 
round balloon(s) 
red rice paper or similar red paper 
print one copy of medallions for each lantern 
bowl or cup  
Optional supplies: spatula or pastry brush 

!
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Chinese Paper-Mache Lantern Craft
Grades 5-6



 
String of Firecrackers – Craft for Grades 5 and 6 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Supplies Needed: 
! 6-8 empty toilet paper rolls 
! glue 
! tape 
! string 
! scissors 
! red tissue paper 
! glitter 

 
 
Step One: 
Cut tissue paper into squares 
approximately 9” X 9” in size 
 
Step Two: 
Tape one end of the tissue paper to the 
middle of an empty toilet paper roll. 
 
Step Three: 
Roll the red tissue paper around the 
cardboard toilet paper roll. Tuck the 
ends of the tissue paper inside the open 
ends. Do this for all 6-8 rolls. 
 
Step Four (optional): 
Decorate the front sides of the rolls with 
glue and glitter. Take your time, and let 
the glue dry completely before 
continuing to step five. 
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String of Firecrackers Craft
Grades 5-6

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Step Five: 
Tape a 12-16” piece of string inside the 
top of each tube. Tie together in pairs 
and hang from a doorway as a 
decoration for Chinese New Year! 
 
 


