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Did you know . . . 
•	The Karen hill tribes of northern Thailand are also known as the Long 

Neck People. From an early age, girls wear heavy brass necklaces to 
lengthen their necks because Karen villagers consider long necks 
beautiful.

•	 In Vietnamese classrooms, teachers use gongs to call their students 
instead of bells.

•	Brunei’s ruler, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, is one of the richest royals in 
the world.

•	More than 17,000 islands make up the country of Indonesia. However, people only live on about 
6,000 of them. 

•	 Indonesia is home to the Komodo Dragon, the largest lizard in the world.

•	Karaoke was invented in the Philippines and not Japan.

•	The Intha people of Inle Lake, in Myanmar, row their boats with a paddle attached to one leg.  
This leaves their hands free to cast fishing nets.

•	 In Vietnam, it’s against the law to put your hands in your pockets while visiting Ho Chi Minh’s 
mausoleum in Hanoi. 

•	The Petronas Towers, the tallest twin towers in the world, are located in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
They are 1,483 feet tall!

•	 In Myanmar, the local women smear yellow paste on their cheeks and foreheads. They ground 
the paste from the bark of the thanaka tree and use it as a natural sunscreen and moisturizer.

•	Singapore is one of the world’s 20 smallest countries.

•	Laos’ Plan of Jars is a strip of land housing hundreds, maybe 
thousands, of huge stone jars. Experts say the jars are around 2,000 
years old, but the reason they were made is still a mystery. 

•	Cambodia’s Angkor Wat is the largest religious temple in the world.

•	In Vietnam, high school girls must wear traditional Vietnamese 
dress to class. They wear long white shirts with slits up the sides 
and matching white pants. These outfits are called “Ao Dais.”

This 
is a Intha f sherman using his leg to paddle.
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