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Madu’s New Moves - Parent/Teacher’s Guide

Learning Objectives:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Children learn about the Sinulog Festival in Cebu, Philippines, and about expressing the joy of the Lord. 
(Knowledge)

Grades 1-4
Children learn about the Sinulog Festival in Cebu, Philippines, and about expressing the joy of the Lord. 
(Knowledge)

Grades 5-6
Children learn about the Sinulog Festival in Cebu, Philippines, and about expressing the joy of the Lord. 
(Knowledge)

Opening Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Ask students to name their favorite worship song and sing it together. Children may dance along if they wish.

Grades 1-4
Children first find the Philippines on a world map.  Then they find the nearby Southeast Asian countries of 
Indonesia, Brunei, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Grades 5-6
Show the children a map of the world. Let them find the Philippines. Tell the children that if you put all of the 
islands together, the country would be slightly larger than Arizona.

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Madu
Madu is a Malaysian Sun Bear. Please read the Madu profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org) 
and explain the character to the students. 
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Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan 
characters serve as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org). 

Cebu
The story of Zeke and Madu takes place in Cebu (SEE-boo) City on the island of Cebu in the Philippines.

Sinulog
Zeke and Madu visit Cebu during the Sinulog (Sin-OO-log) Festival, a celebration commemorating the time 
when explorer Ferdinand Magellan gave the Queen of Cebu a statue of Jesus as a child. It also celebrates the 
island’s conversion from paganism to Catholicism. Sinulog occurs on the third Sunday of January and includes 
a parade, a beauty pageant, and a photography and film contest among other festivities.

Additional Information for Grades 1-4 and Grades 5-6

The Sinulog Dance
During Sinulog, people in Cebu perform a special dance also called the Sinulog. It consists of two steps forward 
and one step back, mimicking the motion of the river.

The Santo Nino
The term “Santo Niño” refers to statues of the child Jesus celebrated during Sinulog. These statues resemble the 
one given to the Queen of Cebu by explorer Ferdinand Magellan. They wear elaborate crowns and capes like 
Portuguese royalty in Magellan’s day.

The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children 
and allow them to follow along. 

For Preschool: Joy of the Lord
In the story, the excitement of the Sinolog parade makes Zeke and Madu want to dance with joy for the Lord. 

Ask the students if they have ever been really excited over something. Talk about the things that excite them 
such as going to an amusement park or opening presents on Christmas day. Then, ask them what they do 
when they get excited.

Briefly tell them about King David in 2 Samuel 6, and how he got so excited about the Lord that he danced. For 
example:

“King David once became so excited about Jesus that he danced like Zeke and Madu. When the Hebrews 
carried a golden box that was very important to God into Jerusalem, David danced like crazy. He was happy to 
have something important to God in his city.”
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For Grades 1-4: Joy of the Lord

In the story, Madu wants to see the statues of Jesus at the Sinulog Festival because everyone in Cebu seems so 
excited about them. Zeke reminds him that the real Jesus is worth much more excitement.

Ask students what kinds of things excite them. Then, ask them how they show that excitement. 

Read the story of King David dancing through Jerusalem found in 2 Samuel 6:12-15. Tell students that David 
danced before the Lord just like Zeke and Madu did. He danced because the Ark of the Covenant, something 
important to God, came to his city. He danced because he loved God.

For Grades 5 and 6: Joy of the Lord

In the story, Madu wonders about when and where he should dance. He wants to praise God, but he doesn’t 
want to worship the Jesus statues at the Sinulog Festival. Zeke tells Madu that he can dance and celebrate with 
the rest of Cebu, but he just needs to make sure that he worships Jesus instead of idols. 

Ask students to give examples of things that excite them, and then ask them for examples of how they show 
that excitement. Ask them if the things that excite them ever become more important than Jesus in their lives. 
If so, tell them those things are idols like the Jesus statues at Sinulog.

Tell them every Christian has idols in their lives – things that at one point take our focus off of God. However, 
when people focus on the idols, they miss the exciting things that God does, and they miss opportunities to 
rejoice in the Lord. Give examples (i.e. If a man focuses too much on earning money, he will forget to enjoy the 
possessions that God has already given him.)

Tell the children that part of rejoicing in the Lord includes focusing on the Lord and watching for His work.

Additional Bible verses that talk about joy include: 
Psalm 13:5, Psalm 16:9 and Isaiah 12:2-3

 

Bible Verses:

Preschool
Teach children Psalm 32:11a.
Say: “So rejoice in the Lord and be glad.”

Discussion:
• Explain that rejoicing means getting excited. The Lord wants us to see the good things He has done and to 

enjoy them.
• Ask students to name things they can be thankful for (i.e. parents, friends, toys, etc.).
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Grades 1-4
Teach children Psalm 32:11.
“So rejoice in the Lord and be glad, all you who obey him!”
Discussion:
• Explain that rejoicing in the Lord means getting excited about seeing the Lord work every day.
• Ask students what they can thank God for (i.e. family, friends and pets.) Then, ask them if they ever get 

excited about those things and thank Jesus for them. If so, that’s rejoicing. 

Grades 5-6:
Teach children Psalm 32:11.
“So rejoice in the Lord and be glad, all you who obey him!”

Discussion: 
• Ask students what they thank God for (i.e. family and friends.) Then, ask them if they ever get excited over 

those things and praise God for them. If so, that’s rejoicing.
• Ask students to give examples of blessings they enjoy.

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool
Children will color a picture of Zeke and Madu dancing.

Grades 1-4 and 5 and 6
Children will play a game called Review Question Consequences based on the Caravan story and basic Bible 
questions.

Review Question Consequences

Summary: Get the correct answer and your classmates will have to do an action.

Goal: To get the correct answer- a review game for Bible lessons.

Preparation:  Make up a list of questions pertaining to the story and to Bible stories or previous lessons . 
Write down ways people rejoice on slips of paper: sing a worship song, dance, shout, praise God, jump for 
joy, etc. (You might also want to write down specific dances like the YMCA just for fun.) Put slips of paper in a 
hat .

How to Play the Review Questions Consequences Game: 

1. After explaining the Bible lesson, have everyone sit in a circle.

2. Have one person draw a slip of paper from the hat and read the action aloud. Ask the person a question 
from your list. If the person gets the question correct, then everyone else in the class needs to do the action. 
If the person gets the question wrong, then he or she will have to do the action alone.

3. Have the next person draw a slip of paper and repeat step 2 throughout the rest of the class, until you have 
gone through all of the questions.
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Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Pray that people in the Philippines will hear about the real Jesus.

Grades 1-4
Pray that people in the Philippines will learn that Jesus is more important than a statue.

Grades 5-6
Pray for salvation for the people of the Philippines.
Pray that the people of the Philippines will hear about the power of Christ and about how He paid for the 
sin of the world.
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Photos of the the Sinulog Festival parade in Cebu, Philippines.

Madu's New Moves 
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Madu was a bear that liked to groove.

The Malaysian sun bear could feel drumbeats vibrate through the pavement, tickling his feet and 
urging him to dance. He took two steps forward and one step back, swaying with the throbbing notes 
of the marching band music. Along with thousands of other people on the Filipino island of Cebu, he 
danced the Sinulog, a traditional dance that resembles the motion of a river. To his right, a little boy 
begged his father to hoist him up above the crowd. To his left, an old woman sold necklaces from a 
display case.  All around him, the sights and sounds of January’s Sinulog Festival melded into a blur.  

Madu loved vacations in Cebu. The island seemed so much more interesting than his home in 
Malaysia.

The festival parade moved slowly through the crowd. He shouted in delight as dancers in glittering 
costumes leaped by in practiced movements around floats that looked as if someone had covered them 
in thousands of sheets of golden paper. The excitement made his mouth stretch into a grin so wide he 
thought his face would split, and he thanked the Lord for the music and the people.

But then he noticed something strange. 

A new troupe of dancers rounded the street corner carrying a statue on gold-colored poles. The 
image looked like a small boy wearing a golden crown and a deep red cape. The dancers carried what 
they called the Santo Niño – the image of the Christ child. Madu stopped 
dancing. His grin faded from his face and guilt stirred in his belly. 

“Gotcha!” Zeke yelled as he tackled the bear from behind and disrupted 
his thoughts. 

“Bah!” the bear squealed. “What was that for?” 

“You looked sad,” Zeke said with a shrug. “I thought you needed a little 
help snapping out of it.”

“Thanks,” Madu replied flatly.

Madu's New Moves 
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“No problem,” Zeke grinned. “Hey, this festival is awesome. Tell your parents I said thanks for 
taking me along on the family vacation.”

“I will,” Madu said. 

“So, how do you do this Sinulog dance?” the boy asked. He wiggled his hips and took a step with 
his right foot and then tripped over his left.

“Not like that,” Madu laughed. “I’ve seen sick ducks dance better.” Then, the bear stopped grinning 
and his forehead creased in concern. “Zeke, do you really think we should be dancing right now?”

“Sure, why not? Is my dancing that bad?”

“Well, maybe,” the bear chuckled, “but that’s not really it.  This whole festival is dedicated to statues 
of Christ as a child.” 

“You’re right, “ Zeke said. “My dad says it honors the time in 1521 when the explorer Ferdinand 
Magellan gave one of those statues to the Queen of Cebu.”

Madu looked around him. Children chased each other through the streets. Men and women 
purchased deep fried food from vendors clustered along the sidewalks, and dancers twirled around 
images of the child Christ. In the midst of the party, the sun bear still look worried.

“Why are you worried, Madu?” Zeke asked.

“I don’t know,” he said, absently scratching 
a patch of fur on his shoulder, “I think they’re 
worshipping the statues themselves instead of 
the actual Jesus – the one who is alive and lives 
with God. I want to dance, but I don’t want 
to dance for a statue. I want to dance for the 
real Jesus.”

“They are dancing for a statue instead 
of the real Christ, but that doesn’t mean 
you have to. Dance for the real Jesus,” 
Zeke said. 

Madu crinkled his nose and tilted his 
head a little to the left, looking confused.

“Do you remember the story about King 



“Let the godly rejoice. 
Let them be glad in God’s 

presence. Let them be 
filled with joy.” 

Psalm 68:3 (NLT)
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David dancing with his people as he brought the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem?” Zeke asked. 

“Yeah, sure,” Madu said. “That’s what I was pretending earlier when the festival started. I imagined 
I was David dancing before the Lord.”

 “Then keep dancing like David,” Zeke said. “The Gospel is about joy, and what’s your favorite way 
to express joy, Madu?”

“Dancing,” the bear answered.

“So dance. You don’t have to dance the Sinulog, but if you show people here your joy, they will 
notice something different about you. They will notice that you worship something more meaningful 
to you than a statue ever could be.”

The sun bear smiled at his friend. He felt the drumbeats shiver through the ground again and heard 
them blast in his ears while he moved his feet with the rhythm. As he closed his eyes and spun on one 
hind paw, he shouted, “Praise God and Praise Jesus!”

Zeke laughed and tried to follow along. His left 
foot, however, caught the right this time, and the 
boy tripped again. 

But Madu kept moving.  In his imaginative 
little mind, he danced alongside the Ark 
through the streets of ancient Jerusalem 
praising God for the blessings the Lord had 
given him. He jumped and he spun and he 
moved like David in the midst of the Sinulog 
chaos on the island of Cebu.
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Q: What festival did Madu and Zeke attend?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Where was the festival that Madu and Zeke 
attended?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What kind of bear is Madu?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q:  What was Madu doing as he watched the 
parade?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What did the statue that Madu saw in the 
parade look like?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Madu started to feel guilty when he saw 
what?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Why did Madu feel guilty?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Sinulog celebrates the time when Ferdinand 
Magellan gave the Jesus statue to whom?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: When did Ferdinand Magellan give the 
statue of Jesus as a present?

A: _____________________________________

Q: In Cebu, what do people call statues of Jesus 
as a child?

A: ______________________________________

Q: What is the Sinulog dance supposed to look 
like?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: For whom did Zeke begin to dance?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What king in the Bible danced before God 
like Zeke and Madu?

A: ______________________________________

Q: What is this week’s memory verse?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Trivia Game Questions  (Grades 5 - 6)
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Trivia Game Questions  (Grades 5 - 6)
A N S W E R S

Q: What festival did Madu and Zeke attend?
A: The Sinulog Festival

Q: Where was the festival that Madu and Zeke attended?
A: Cebu, Philippines

Q: What kind of bear is Madu?
A: A Malaysian Sun Bear

Q: What was Madu doing as he watched the parade?
A: Dancing

Q: What did the statue that Madu saw in the parade look like?
A: A boy wearing a gold crown and a deep red cape

Q: Madu started to feel guilty when he saw what?
A: A statue of Jesus

Q: Why did Madu feel guilty?
A: Because felt that if he danced with the crowd, he might be worshipping the statue.

Q: Sinulog celebrates the time when Ferdinand Magellan gave the Jesus statue to whom?
A: The Queen of Cebu

Q: When did Ferdinand Magellan give the statue of Jesus as a present?
A: 1521

Q: In Cebu, what do people call statues of Jesus as a child?
A: The Santo Niño

Q: What is the Sinulog dance supposed to look like?
A: The motion of a river

Q: For whom did Zeke begin to dance?
A: The real Jesus who isn’t a statue

Q: What king in the Bible danced before God like Zeke and Madu?
A: King David

Q:  What is this week’s memory verse?
A: “So rejoice in the Lord and be glad, all you who obey him!” Psalm 32:11

Madu's New Moves 

If you need more trivia 
questions, you may 
write some based on 
previous lessons.


