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The Lantern - Parent/Teacher’s Guide

Learning Objectives:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Children learn about Jesus’ forgiveness. (Knowledge)

Grades 1-4
Children learn about Thai culture and the Lantern Festival as well as Jesus’ forgiveness.
(Knowledge)

Grades 5-6
Children learn about Thai culture and the Yi Peng Lantern Festival as well as Jesus’ forgiveness.
(Knowledge)

Opening Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Prepare enough paper lanterns for your class according to the instructions on the activities page. Do every-
thing but tape them together. Let the children decorate their lanterns with stickers, crayons and markers, and 
then roll and tape the papers into cylinders, completing the lanterns. 

Ask them if they can guess what they will be learning about.

Grades 1-4
First, find Thailand on a world map.  Then, help the children find the nearby Southeast Asian countries of 
Myanmar, Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines.

Grades 5-6
Show the children a map of the world. Let them find where Thailand is located. Tell them that Thailand is 
about twice the size of Wyoming and has a population of more than 66 million people. Most of these people 
(95%) are Buddhist. In Buddhism, people believe that good works make up for or erase bad deeds. However, 
Thais also mix animism, or the belief in spirits and the worship of ancestors, with their faith. This allows charms 
and rituals to enter their belief system.

Ask the students if they have any rituals like wearing certain hats for baseball games so their favorite teams 
will have good luck. Tell them that Thais have these rituals, as well. They use lanterns to remove bad luck from 
their lives.
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Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Ragha
Ragha is a Giant Asian Tortoise. Please read the Ragha profile for more information on her and tortois-
es (www.caravanfriends.org). Tell the children some information about him.

Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Cara-
van characters serve as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.cara-
vanfriends.org). 

Madu
Madu is a Malaysian Sun Bear. Please read the Madu profile for more information (www.caravan-
friends.org). 

Chiang Mai
The story of Ragha, Madu and Zeke takes place in the Thai city of Chiang Mai (chee-ang-MAI). 

Yi Peng Lantern Festival
The Yi Peng ( yee-PING) Lantern Festival happens every year in Northern Thailand. The largest celebra-
tion occurs in Chiang Mai, the capitol of the old Northern Kingdom. The name, “Yi Peng,” refers to the 
full moon in the 12th lunar month, when the festival takes place. This falls somewhere near the first of 
November.  Thais celebrate by launching khome loi (pronounced “kome loy”) lanterns, which work 
like hot air balloons. Thais believe that when the lantern flies away, it takes with it the troubles, bad 
luck and mistakes of the person who lit it. The festival also includes large parades, lots of fireworks 
and lantern-decorating contests. During those few days, lanterns cover all of the buildings, fences and 
gates in the city.

Additional Information for Grades 5-6

 Krathongs
A krathong (kra-TONG) is a small, round raft made from Styrofoam or bread and wrapped with banana 
leaves. Thais place flowers, incense sticks, candles and coins in these rafts and float them down riv-
ers as offerings to the goddess of water. They believe the krathongs take away the sins and troubles 
of their owners as they sail away. People use them during the Yi Peng Lantern Festival in Northern 
Thailand or during Loi Krathong, another festival often combined with the lantern celebration that 
focuses on the launching of Krathongs.
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Khome Loi Lanterns
Northern Thais use khome loi (Kome-LOY) lanterns to celebrate their Yi Peng Lantern Festival. These 
lanterns work like hot air balloons and are made from lightweight paper on wire frames. A small bowl 
at the base of the lantern holds oil and cloth that when lit fill the lantern with hot air. This makes the 
lantern rise and float into the sky. When Thais launch the lanterns, they pray that it will take their sin 
and bad luck with it. 

The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the 
children and allow them to follow along. 

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6:  Encouragement
For preschoolers and Grades 1-4:

In the story, Ragha, Zeke and Madu launch a khome loi lantern. Ragha explains that Thais believe the 
lantern takes away sin and bad luck, and then Zeke compares that to the way Jesus forgives and takes 
away sin when a person becomes a Christian.

Ask the children if they ever make mistakes. They don’t have to confess in class, but you could men-
tion some sins that they might have committed such as lying to their parents, taking toys without 
asking or copying a friend’s homework.

For Grades 5-6:

In the story, Ragha steals her father’s khome loi lantern and then hides in her shell out of shame. Zeke 
reminds her that Jesus forgave her of her sins, just like Thais believe the lanterns take their sins away. 
He reminds the tortoise that God still loves her, even after she makes a mistake.

Ask the students if they have ever hidden from their parents after they have done something wrong. 
Ask them if they have ever wondered if they could be forgiven for something that was particularly 
bad and then discuss. 

Additional Bible verses that talk about God’s forgiveness include: 
John 3:16, 1 John 2:1, Isaiah 43:25, Romans 8:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17 
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Bible Verses:

Preschool
Teach children Psalm 103:12a. 
Say: “He has removed our sins from us.” 

Try teaching motions to go along with the words in the verse:
He – point up at God
removed – brush your clothes like you are removing dirt
sin – hold your nose, as if smelling something icky
us – point to each other

Discussion
Say, “If you take a ball away from a friend who was playing with it, that’s bad, right? You would feel 
sorry about that, wouldn’t you? You need to give the ball back, but Jesus will still forgive you.”

Grades 1-4
Teach children Psalm 103:12a.
“He has removed our sins from us.”

Discussion
• Say, “If you cheat off a friend’s test, you need to tell your teacher because that is wrong. Do you think she will 
forgive you? Jesus will forgive you as well.”

Grades 5-6:
Teach children Psalm 103:12
“He has removed our sins from us as far as the east is from the west.”

Discussion
In the story, Ragha felt like she had done something that would be difficult to forgive. Ask the 
children, “Do you think God would have difficulty forgiving her sin?” Explain what the verse means 
when it says that God has “removed our sins.” Compare this to the lantern and ask the students if 
they have any sins they would like Jesus to remove. 

Then, ask the children if they know how Jesus removed sin. Explain that sin has a cost and that a 
sacrifice must be made. Christ became that sacrifice when He died on the cross.

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool
Print out the picture of Ragha holding her lantern for children to color.
 
Grades 1-4
Activity: Baseball Trivia - Make questions from the lesson or use homework. Divide the class into two 
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teams. Push the chairs and tables out of the way and designate the corners of the room as bases 
for students to run around during the game. Or, if this is inconvenient, you may make a smaller, 
tabletop diamond and use small objects to represent the children as they move around the bases. 
 
Flip a coin to see which team goes first. The first person up to bat must answer a question correctly 
by himself. Team members cannot give the batter the answer. If he answers correctly, his marker 
goes to first base. If he answers incorrectly, the question goes to the next batter on the team. Each 
incorrect answer is an out; three outs and it’s the next team’s turn. Determine the number of in-
nings per game by the size of the class.

 
(Let the students personalize their game piece if they want. Long games can be played on a con-
tinual basis, just set the game aside at the end of class and pick up next time.)

Grades 5-6
Activity: Bowling Trivia - Children will test their listening skills with a game of bowling. Set up 10 
empty 2-liter bottles, and divide the students into two teams. Each time a student answers a ques-
tion from the lesson correctly they get a chance to bowl. If they can’t get the answer, then let one 
person help them from their team. Give them two chances to bowl (with a rubber ball) and then 
move to the other team. 

Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Pray that people in Thailand will hear about Jesus.

Grades 1-4
Pray that more Christian workers will go to Thailand to tell people about Jesus.

Grades 5-6
Pray for salvation for the people of Thailand.
Pray that people will turn from Buddhism to follow Jesus and to worship God.
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“Hold it steady, guys!” Ragha shouted. Zeke 
and Madu held a big lantern. Ragha lit a candle 
under it. They had come to Thailand for the 
Lantern Festival.

“What do these lanterns mean again?” Zeke 
asked Ragha.

The Lantern



“He has removed our 
sins from us. ” 
Psalm 103:12a (NLT)
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“We do this every year,” she said. “This lantern will fly away. Thais 
believe the lanterns take away sins and bad luck. I think it is just fun.”

The lantern started to fly out of their hands. “It’s almost ready to go!” 
Zeke said. “One. Two. Three!” The friends let the lantern go. It rose 
slowly. 

 “It’s so beautiful!” Ragha gasped.

“Yeah,” Zeke said. “It is like Jesus. He takes away our sin like the 
lanterns. How cool is that?”

“That is cool,” Ragha said. “Now, lanterns will remind me to thank 
Jesus for forgiving my sins.”

“Let’s thank him now!” Madu said.

The three friends clasped hands. They thanked Jesus for taking their 
sins away.
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Khome loi 
(Kome-LOY) 
Lanterns

These lanterns work 
like hot air balloons 
and are made from 
lightweight paper 
on wire frames. 



Pray for Thailand

CaravanFr iends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.



CaravanFr iends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

The Lantern
Activity for preschoolers

Instructions for making a paper lantern:

What you’ll need:

• Construction paper
• Scissors
• Tape
• Stapler
• Ruler
• Pencil
• Glue, glitter, sequins, if desired to decorate your lantern

How to make it:

1. Give preschoolers a square piece of paper and ask them to decorate it using 
stickers, crayons, markers, and glitter glue.  

2. Help them fold it diagonally once to create a triangle.  

3. Fold it diagonally again forming a smaller triangle

4. Fold diagonally again forming an even smaller triangle.  (By now the paper 
should be folded in half diagonally 3 times.)

5. Place folded edge on left, and help students make a cut ¼ inch from the 
bottom cutting to within ¼ inch of the diagonal edge.

6. Place the diagonal edge on the left and cut another ¼ inch from the last cut to 
within ¼ inch of the straight edge.

7. Repeat these cuts until you reach the top.

8. Unfold and show children their lanterns.
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“Hold it steady, guys!” Ragha shouted, as she tried to light a candle under 
a big paper lantern. 

“We’re trying!” Zeke said. “But Madu won’t stop dancing.”

“I’m excited!” Madu said. He bounced his legs up and down. “I’ve never lit 
a lantern before.”

Crowds of people moved around the three friends in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. Paper lanterns hung along the streets and glowed with many colors. 

The Lantern



“He has removed our 
sins from us. ” 
Psalm 103:12a (NLT)
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Zeke, Ragha and Madu had come for the Lantern Festival.

“What do these lanterns mean again?” Zeke asked Ragha.

The turtle finally lit the candle and got up. “We do this every year,” she said. “Hot air from the 
candle lifts the lantern into the air. Thais believe when lanterns sail away, they take away sins and bad 
luck. I don’t believe that anymore, but lighting lanterns is still fun.”

Hot air filled their lantern and it started to lift out of their hands. “It’s almost ready to go!” 
Zeke said.

“Ok, let go on three!” Madu shouted. His legs really danced now.

“One. Two. … Madu stop moving! … Three!” Zeke said. The friends let the lantern go. It rose 
slowly and joined the other lanterns above the trees. 

“It’s so beautiful!” Ragha gasped.

“Yeah,” Zeke said. “This kind of reminds me of Jesus.”

“Ummm … how?” Madu asked.

“Jesus takes away our sin,” Zeke replied. “Except we don’t have to light lanterns. All we have to do is 
pray and ask him to forgive us. Then, in God’s eyes, our sins are gone quicker than those lanterns. How 
cool is that?”

“I never thought of it like that,” Ragha said. 
“Now, every time I see a lantern, it will remind 

me to thank Jesus for forgiving my sins.”

“Let’s thank him now!” Madu said.

“I like that idea,” Zeke said. The 
three clasped hands and thanked Jesus 
for taking their sins away.



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

The Lantern
Q: What animal is Ragha?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What animal is Madu?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What animal is Zeke?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Where were Ragha, Zeke and Madu 
in this story?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What festival did the three friends go to?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What were they lighting?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Who couldn’t stop dancing because they 
were excited?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Thais light lanterns because they believe it 
takes what away?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: The lanterns reminded Zeke about whom?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: The Bible tells us that only one person can 
forgive sin and take it away. Who is that person?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What is this week’s memory verse?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Trivia Game Questions  (Grades 1 - 4)
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Trivia Game Questions  (Grades 1 - 4)

A N S W E R S
Q: What animal is Ragha?
A: A Giant Asian Tortoise

Q: What animal is Madu?
A: A Malaysian Sun Bear

Q: What animal is Zeke?
A: Silly question. He’s a human.

Q: Where were Ragha, Zeke and Madu in this story?
A: Chiang Mai, Thailand

Q: What festival did the three friends go to?
A: The Lantern Festival

Q: What were they lighting?
A: A lantern

Q: Who couldn’t stop dancing because they were excited?
A: Madu

Q: Thais light lanterns because they believe it takes what away?
A: sin and bad luck

Q: The lanterns reminded Zeke about whom?
A: Jesus

Q: The Bible tells us that only one person can forgive sin and take it away. Who is that person?
A: Jesus

Q: What is the memory verse for today?
A: “He has removed sin from us” Psalm 103:12a  
(It’s ok if they don’t remember the reference.)

The Lantern

If you need more trivia 
questions, you may 
write some based on 
previous lessons.
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Tap. Tap. Tap.

“Ragha!” Zeke called as he pecked her shell softly with his finger. 
“Raaaggghaaaa! Come out. We’re going to miss the Lantern Festival.” 

“No.”

 “But, Ragha, you haven’t popped out of that thing since Madu and I found you fifteen minutes 
ago,” he pleaded. “You have to come out or Madu says he will die of hunger. Right now, I feel more like 
having fun than digging a grave for a sun bear.”  

 Zeke and Madu stood on the corner of a busy street in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Ragha lay curled 
inside her tortoise shell beside them while crowds of people milled about under the light of a hundred 
paper lanterns strung between trees and telephone poles. The three friends had met for the Yi Peng 
Lantern Festival, but the tortoise, who lived in Thailand, refused to enjoy it.

“I think my tummy is growling out of anger now,” Madu said. “Ragha, there are perfectly good 
roasted cockroaches at a vendor down the street, and this little 
bear needs some cholesterol.”

“Then get some without me!” Ragha retorted. “I 
like my shell.  You know how sometimes, you 
just want to crawl inside a cave and stay there 
forever? Well, I have a cave attached to my 
body, and I intend to stay in it. Enjoy 
the festival.”

Zeke sighed and sat down next 
to her. The street was alive with 
games and fun. People shot bottle 
rockets into the air and vendors sold 
everything from Madu’s precious 
cockroaches to multi-colored skirts 

Madu's New Moves 
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to large, paper lanterns, which when lit, would sail into the night sky like hot air balloons. Ragha had 
apparently bought one, because a white lantern lay folded by her bulky shell.

“Ragha, you have to see the festival. We can’t just let you sit there and sulk all night,” Zeke 
reasoned. 

“Yes you can.”

Zeke looked around him at the evening’s splendor, trying to find something that would coax his 
friend to come out. He spotted a cluster of lights floating down the river not too far away.

“Hey, Ragha, what’s that?” he asked. “It looks like a bunch of boats made from banana leaves. 
They’re carrying flowers and lit candles down the river.”

“Oh! I want one!” Madu said, jumping up and down.

“Those are krathongs,” Ragha said, not bothering to pop her head out and look. “People build them 
and send them down the river to get rid of sin and troubles. They believe the boats carry the sin away as 
they drift down the current.

“Don’t you want to see them?” Zeke asked. 

“I’ve seen it before,” she said miserably.

Zeke looked at Madu for help, and Madu, in turn, looked at his stomach. Its growl had gradually 
gotten louder. “I have an idea!” he said, and he ran to the nearest food stand selling cockroaches, 
crickets and silk worms. He brought back a paw-full. “They’re really good,” he said. “I like to pretend 
they’re locusts, and I’m John the Baptist, chowing down on bugs in the desert. Want some, Ragha?” He 
waved the insects in front of her shell tauntingly. “You have to come out and get them.”

“No!” she replied, and then she added softly, “Thank you.”

Nothing seemed to work. Zeke had almost given up when 
the sky began to fill with lanterns. They drifted lazily up 
along the sides of buildings and over treetops, wandering 
around in the air. 

“Whoa!” Zeke exclaimed in awe. “That’s awesome. 
Why do they release these lanterns, Ragha?’

“It’s another Thai tradition,” she said, her voice 
echoing a bit from inside the shell. “They’re called 
‘khome loi’ lanterns, and they also represent sins and 
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bad luck. Thais believe releasing them releases the sin from one’s life.” Her green, scaly nose poked out 
of the shell, followed by her head. Her eyes looked red, like she had been crying. “I know they don’t 
actually take sin away, but lighting them is fun. And, I always thought this sight was wonderful. It looks 
like the lanterns are adding stars to the sky.”

“It’s good to see your face,” Zeke said.

“Yeah,” Madu agreed. “I honestly thought we would have to drag your shell through the festival by 
a rope.”

Ragha cast her eyes to the ground, ashamed. “I’m sorry, guys. I didn’t mean to ruin the festival 
for you. I was just really upset. You see that lantern right there?” She asked, pointing to the khome loi 
lantern lying beside her on the sidewalk. “I stole it.”

“You what?” Zeke asked in surprise.

“I stole it. It’s my dad’s. He bought it a few days ago, and I knew we didn’t have one to set off 
tonight. So, while his back was turned, I took it.” She started to cry a little. “I … I … felt so bad about 
it when I got here that I didn’t want to enjoy the festival anymore. So, I ducked in my shell.”

“Why didn’t you just give it back?” Madu asked.

“Because then he could get mad,” she said, “or worse – disappointed.”

Zeke fell silent for a moment while the little tortoise choked back her tears. “Ragha, you know 
what’s so cool about those banana leaf boats and lanterns?” he said quietly, putting a hand on her 
shoulder. She shook her head. “It’s not that they’re so beautiful. It’s that they can remind you of Jesus.”

“What?” she said, confused.

“Those are supposed to take away sin when you launch them. Jesus really does that. He died to 
take our sins away.  All we have to do is ask him to forgive 
us. You do need to go apologize to your dad and never 
take things again without permission. He might be 
disappointed, but he will forgive you and you won’t 
have to curl up in your shell out of shame. Let go of 
your guilt. God still loves you.”

Ragha wiped her eyes. “Yeah, you’re right,” she 
said. “Thanks for reminding me, Zeke. I’ll go home 



“He has removed our sins 
from us as far as the east is 

from the west. ” 
Psalm 103: 12 (NLT)

CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

soon and apologize to my dad. Sorry I was so whiny.”

“No problem,” Zeke smiled. 

 The tortoise exhaled deeply, getting rid of her remaining sadness. Her mouth curled into the 
beginnings of a smile. “And, I think I will have some of those cockroaches, Madu,” she said. Madu 
grinned and handed her a few roasted bugs. “Want some?” she asked Zeke. “Vendors sell them 
everywhere during Thai festivals. They’re good and crunchy.”

 “I think I’ll pass,” Zeke answered, turning a little green. “Hey, do you guys want to go launch 
a lantern?”

 “Yeah!” Madu exclaimed.

  Ragha smiled and started to follow her friends, but then she paused. She stared up at the 
canopy of lanterns that hung in the sky. “Thank you, Jesus, for forgiving our sins,” she prayed. 



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

The Lantern
Q: What animal is Ragha?

A: ______________________________________

Q: What animal is Madu?

A: ______________________________________

Q: What animal is Zeke?

A: ______________________________________

Q: Where does the story take place?

A: ______________________________________

Q: What festival do the friends attend in the story?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: At the beginning of the story, what is Ragha 
doing?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: In the story, what is Madu hungry for?

A: ______________________________________

Q: What does Zeke see floating down the river?

A: ______________________________________

Q: What does Ragha say Thais believe that 
krathongs do?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: Who does Madu pretend to be as he eats 
cockroaches?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What do Thais believe the lanterns they 
release do?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q:  Where did Ragha get her lantern?

A: ______________________________________

Q: Why was she hiding in her shell?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What did Zeke compare the lanterns to?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What did Ragha need to do once she got 
home?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

Q: What is this week’s memory verse?

A: ______________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Trivia Game Questions  (Grades 5 - 6)
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Trivia Game Questions  (Grades 5 - 6)

A N S W E R S
Q: What animal is Ragha?
A: A Giant Asian Tortoise

Q: What animal is Madu?
A: A Malaysian Sun Bear

Q: What animal is Zeke?
A: Trick question. He’s a human.

Q: Where does the story take place?
A: Chiang Mai, Thailand

Q: What festival do the friends attend in the story?
A: The Yi Peng Lantern Festival

Q: At the beginning of the story, what is Ragha doing?
A: She is hiding inside her shell.

Q: In the story, what is Madu hungry for?
A: Fried cockroaches

Q: What does Zeke see floating down the river?
A: Krathongs

Q: What does Ragha say Thais believe that krathongs do?
A: They take away sin and troubles as they float down the river.

Q: Who does Madu pretend to be as he eats cockroaches?
A: John the Baptist

Q: What do Thais believe the lanterns they release do?
A: They believe it takes away sin and bad luck.

Q: Where did Ragha get her lantern?
A: She took it from her dad.

Q: Why was she hiding in her shell?
A: She felt bad about taking the lantern from her dad.

Q: What did Zeke compare the lanterns to?
A: Jesus taking away sin.

Q: What did Ragha need to do once she got home?
A: Confess and apologize to her dad.

Q: What is the memory verse for this lesson?
A: “He has removed our sins from us as far as the east is from the west.” Psalm 103: 12

The Lantern

If you need more trivia 
questions, you may 
write some based on 
previous lessons.


