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Zeke’s Help
Parent/Teacher’s Guide

Learning Objectives:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Children know that God can use everything for good and identify ways to help others.

Grades 1-4
Children understand how God uses everything for good, are able to apply this to their lives and 
identify ways to help others.

Grades 5-6
Children understand why bad things happen and how God uses everything for His good.  They can 
apply this to their lives and identify ways to help others. 

Opening Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Using the provided story image, children color a picture from the story.

Grades 1-4
Students draw or write down some of the promises of God.

Grades 5-6
Students brainstorm the promises of God.

Background Information

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Tancho
Tancho is a red-crowned crane. Please read the Tancho profile for more information on him and red-
crowned cranes (www.caravanfriends.org). Tell the children some information about him.
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Tai Shan
Tai Shan is a giant panda. Please read the Tai Shan profile for more information on Tai Shan and giant 
pandas (www.caravanfriends.org). Tell the children some information about him.

Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The 
Caravan characters serve as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.
caravanfriends.org). 

Japan
The story of Zeke, Tancho and Tai Shan takes place in the country of Japan.

March 2011 Earthquake and Tsunami
In March 2011, an 9.0- magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of the northern Japanese city 
of Honshu.  The earthquake was followed by several large aftershocks and set off a tsunami that 
hit shortly after the quake.  The quake is one of the largest in recorded history.  The tsunami and 
earthquake badly damaged a portion of northern Japan.

Additional Information for Grades 1-4 and Grades 5-6

May 2008 Sichuan Earthquake
In May 2008 a 7.9 - magnitude earthquake hit central China in a province called Sichuan.  This 
earthquake killed 68,000 people and destroyed almost 5 million homes.  Although Tai Shan currently 
lives in the highly populated eastern seaboard of China, he is originally from Sichuan and was greatly 
affected by the earthquake. 

The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the 
children and allow them to follow along. 

Story: Zeke’s Help

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6:  Understanding
In the story, Zeke and Tai Shan visit Tancho to help rebuild his church after a giant earthquake 
destroyed it. Tai Shan doesn’t understand why bad things happen even to good people. Zeke explains 
God’s promise of future perfection. Emphasize the importance of God using all things for the good of 
those who love him. 
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Ask children to think about ways we can help others. 

Some possible answers for preschoolers:
Cleaning up toys
Putting away dishes
Comforting a friend who is sad

Some possible answers for Grades 1-4 and Grades 5-6:
Listening to a friend with a problem
Donating a portion of allowance to people in need
Organizing fund-raising drives to give food or money to charities or people in need

Additional Bible verses that talk about God’s promises include: 
God loves us- Matthew 10:30-31, John 3:16, 1 John 4:9
God forgives us- Luke 15:3-7, Acts 10:43, Ephesians 1:7
God gives us eternal life- John 6:40, 1 Corinthians 15:51-52
God is always present- Matthew 18:20, John 6:37, Romans 8:38-39
God answers prayer- Matthew 7:7-11, 1 Peter 3:12, 1 John 5:14-15

Bible Verses:

Preschool
Teach children Romans 8:28. 
Say: “All things work for the good of those who love him.” 
 
ASK: If your friend needs help, how can you help him?
Possible answers include: Help them clean up toys or share a toy to make him/her feel better.

Grades 1-4
Teach children Romans 8:28.
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him.”

ASK: If something bad has happened to a friend, what can you do to help him?
Possible answers include: 
Give toys or clothing if needed
Be available to listen
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Grades 5-6:
Teach students Romans 8:28.
Romans 8:28: We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.

Say:  “In the story, Zeke and Tai Shan help Tancho rebuild his church.  Tai Shan wonders why bad 
things happen even to good people.  Zeke explains that this wasn’t part of God’s original plan.  
God promises that one day bad things will no longer happen.  Tai Shan learns that God can use 
everything for good.  When Tancho’s church is destroyed, it gave Zeke an opportunity to help his 
friend.  This is just one way that God uses bad things for good.  Ask students to name other ways 
that we can help those in need so that bad circumstances can be used for good works. 
Donate money to a local shelter or non-profit
Organize a fund-raiser to raise money or supplies for homeless people
Help a friend who is new to Christianity grow in their faith
Pray for the people throughout the world who have never heard about Jesus.

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool
Activity 1: Students draw a picture from the story.
Activity 2:  Students create their own church building

Grades 1-4
Activity 1: Students organize a China Bears and Books project.

Grades 5-6
Activity 1: Students organize a China Bears and Books project.

Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Pray that God will show us ways to help others in need.

Grades 1-4
Pray that God will show us ways to help others in need.
Pray that God will use the earthquake in Japan to help people believe in Him.

Grades 5-6
Pray for salvation among the Japanese people.
Pray that God will send more workers to share His Good News with all Japanese.
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Zeke stared hard at the television.  The announcer’s strong voice and the 
images from the earthquake made him feel scared.  A giant earthquake and 
tsunami had just hit Japan very close to where Zeke’s friend Tancho, the wise 
crane, lives.  A tsunami is a large ocean wave or series of waves caused by an 
underwater earthquake or volcano.

Zeke called Tancho and learned that he was okay but his home had been 
destroyed as well as the homes of all his neighbors.  Tancho’s church was also 
destroyed and until the members could get the necessary supplies, it was likely 
to be unusable for a long time.  Zeke wanted to do something to help his friend.  

Zeke's Help
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The next day, Zeke talked to the mission 
director at his church and together they decided 
to arrange a visit to Tancho to help rebuild his 
church.  Over several weeks, Zeke collected 
donations from his community and other church 
members.  His mission director purchased the 
necessary supplies and arranged for them to be 
delivered to Japan.  The day finally arrived to 
visit Tancho.

Tai Shan, Zeke’s Giant Panda friend who 
lives in Eastern China also decided to meet Zeke 
in Japan to help rebuild the church as well.

“Zeke! Tai Shan! Over here!” Tancho yelled 
to Zeke and Tai Shan across the crowded airport.  
They had finally made it to Japan and to their friend.

“Oh, Tancho. We’re so happy to see you,” Zeke cried.

On the way to the church site, Tai Shan and Zeke witnessed the damage that nature can do. 
Crumbled homes, torn-up streets and overturned trees dotted the road to the church.

Tai Shan seemed quiet and sullen the entire trip. When they arrived at the church, the 
rebuilding had already begun. 

“Wow. You guys have already got a lot done on 
the building,” Zeke said.

“Well, we couldn’t have gotten this far, if 
Zeke hadn’t helped get the materials for us,” 
said Tancho.  “You know a lot of people 
have helped rebuild the church even before 
they have finished their own houses.”

Tai Shan just stood quietly looking 
at the half-finished church.

“What’s the matter, Tai Shan?” 
Zeke asked.



“We know that in all 
things God works for the 
good of those who love 

him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.” 

Romans 8:28
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“I guess I just don’t understand,” Tai Shan replied.

“About what?” Tancho asked.

“Well I was just thinking, ‘How can God allow 
something like this to happen?’ I mean if God 
loves us and we believe that he will protect us, 
then why do bad things happen even to people 
who believe in Jesus?” Tai Shan asked.

Zeke and Tancho thought about Tai Shan’s 
question for a moment.

“Tai Shan,” Zeke began. “This was not God’s original plan for the earth and as Christians we can 
be comforted to know that this isn’t always how it will be.”

“What do you mean?” asked Tai Shan.

“Well,” Zeke continued. “You know that God created the first man and woman — Adam and 
Eve. They lived in a perfect world but they sinned and their perfect world was ruined. Their sin set 
into motion many bad things that continue today, such as earthquakes.  It’s all part of the evil that 
exists in the world today.”

“But it won’t always be like this, right?” Tancho asked.

“Right,” Zeke said. “The Bible tells us that God will restore the world to his intended design —
perfection! There will be no more suffering or crying or destruction. We can also take comfort in 
knowing that every day God uses even bad things for good purposes.”

Tai Shan looked up and smiled for the first time since landing in Japan. 

“That is great news!” Tai Shan said. “I guess if the earthquake hadn’t destroyed your church, 
Zeke’s church would not have had the opportunity to help yours and we would not have come to see 
you so soon.”

“And we are so glad you both are here,” Tancho said.

“We’ve got a church to rebuild,” Tai-Shan said. 
“Come on, let’s get to building.”
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Zeke's Help
Group Prayer Activity  (Grades 5-6)

Supplies needed:
•  Chalkboard, Dry Erase Board or large Tablets for Brainstorming

Preparation:
Familiarize yourself with several of God’s promises in the Bible.  A few are listed below. 

Activity:
In the story, Zeke explains to Tancho why bad things sometimes happen to us. Think about a time in 
your life when something bad happened to you.  Maybe you lost something that was very valuable 
to you or someone close to you moved away.  How did you feel at the time? Did God use that 
experience to teach you something?  Can you think of a way that God used that experience for good?

As a group brainstorm ways God helps us when we feel sad. 

To help you get started, think of some of the promises God gives us in the Bible:

God loves us - Matthew 10:30-31, John 3:16, 1 John 4:9

God forgives us - Luke 15:3-7, Acts 10:43, Ephesians 1:7

God gives us eternal life - John 6:40, 1 Corinthians 15:51-52

God is always present - Matthew 18:20, John 6:37, Romans 8:38-39

God answers prayer - Matthew 7:7-11, 1 Peter 3:12, 1 John 5:14-15

After you are done brainstorming, 
spend some time in prayer for the 
people in Japan who do not yet 
know about God’s promises.  Pray 
that they will learn about God’s 
truth and accept it in their own life.



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Zeke's Help
Group Service Activity  (Grades 5-6)

Supplies needed:

• Printable copies of the China Bears and Books project flyer for 
distribution

http://www.baptistglobalresponse.com/new/data_files/proof2_Sichuan%20insert(1).pdf

Preparation:

Visit the Baptist Global Response website to familiarize yourself with the China Bears and Books 
project. http://www.baptistglobalresponse.com/new/resources.php?id=3

Print flyers to give children for distribution.  People can individually make donations to Baptist 
Global Response or give donations to you to submit as a group.

Print coloring pages of Tai-Shan, to mark progress as donations are raised.

Activity:

In the story, Zeke raises money through his church to help his friend, Tancho. Tai-Shan is also Zeke’s 
friend and came from China to help rebuild Tancho’s church that was destroyed in the March 
2011 earthquake.  

In 2008, Sichuan, a province in Central China, was also hit with a devastating earthquake.  Tai-Shan 
had many friends and relatives that were affected by this earthquake.  

Baptist Global Response has provided an opportunity to provide trauma counseling to the 
thousands of children affected by that earthquake.  As a group, organize a fund raiser to provide 
China Bears and Books to the kids in need of trauma counseling.

For every donation, color one picture of Tai-Shan and hang on a bulletin board to mark progress.  
You could set a class goal to raise enough money for 5, 10 or even 20 kits.

http://www.baptistglobalresponse.com/new/data_files/proof2_Sichuan%20insert(1).pdf
http://www.baptistglobalresponse.com/new/resources.php?id=3
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Tancho
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TaiShan


