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Zeke walks down a street in India with his friends 
Bindi the cow, Googly the monkey, Kandy the gecko 
and Jatra the mongoose. Suddenly, he  feels something 
wet on his back.  

Little boys covered in paint are shooting him with 
water guns! They are also  throwing colored powders on him.  

“Bindi!” Zeke yells to his friend. “What is happening?” 

“So sorry, Zeke,” Bindi apologizes.  “Today is Holi. It is the holiday 
celebrating the arrival of spring.”  

“Come with me, Zeke,” 
Bindi tells his friend.  Bindi 
leads Zeke and the others 

down the street. Zeke 
sees people covered 
in paint. They look 

like all the colors of the 

The Holi Festival of Colors



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

rainbow! They are playing with 
water balloons, dancing to 
music and eating yummy 
looking food.  

People come by and 
playfully throw water on 
them as they watch everyone having fun. They are soaked! Everyone 
is a different color. They look at each other and laugh at how silly they 
look!

Zeke asks Bindi, “Why do you celebrate spring this way?”

“We like to enjoy all the many pretty colors of spring after winter is 
finished,” Bindi says.

 “Also, today is special because everyone plays together whether 
they are rich or poor, young or old, 
man or woman. Today, we are all 
treated the same.”



“for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Galatians 3:28b
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“The Bible says that God sees all people as the same all the time. No 
one is greater than anyone else. We all are His children and He loves us,” 
Zeke says.  

Googly smiles and says, “So, since we are all equal all the time in Jesus, 
that means that I can throw paint on any of you any day of the year? I 
don’t have to wait until the Holi! Now where can I get a water gun?
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Spring Toss
Supplies:

Pastel pieces of paper wadded up into balls

Directions:

Divide the class into 2 teams and place a boundary line on the floor in between them.  Place equal numbers 
of “spring” balls on the floor of each side. When the teacher says, “Go!” each team tries to get as many of the 
colored paper balls into the opposing teams section as possible before time is finished. When the teacher says, 
“Stop!” everyone must freeze or they get extra points at the end. Count the balls on each side and the team with 
the least number of balls/points wins. 
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Caravan Holi Painting Page
Supplies:

• Picture to paint from “Holi-Festival of Colors” story package

• finger paints

• wet cloths for cleaning

Directions:

Give each child a picture to paint. The picture has many paint “splotches” that the children can creatively paint 
with different colors to look like Holi. Give each child a piece of paper or small sauce cups with different color 
finger paint. Let them finger paint each of the different paint splotches on the characters from the story. When 
they are finished wipe their hands off and let their creations dry. The finished picture can be taken home as a fun 
reminder of the story. 
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Grades
1-4
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Zeke was walking with his friends down a dirt road in Bindi’s Indian 
village home when suddenly a spray of water hit him in the back.  

Zeke twirled around and came face to face with a group of young boys 
carrying water guns.  At least he thought they were boys. They looked like 
they had walked through a rainbow. They were covered from head to toe 
in colored powders.  

“Gotcha!” they shouted happily! They quickly squirted Zeke’s chest and 
threw colored powders on him before cheerfully skipping down the road.  

“Bindi!” Zeke yelled in surprise as he looked down at his now colorful but very wet clothes. 
Bindi the cow, Kandy the gecko, Googly the monkey and Jatra the mongoose stepped out from 
behind the fruit cart where they had been hiding from the boys. They laughed out loud when they 
saw poor Zeke’s surprised face.  

“Happy Holi!” they all 

said together.  

“I am so sorry, Zeke!” 
apologized Bindi. “I 
forgot to tell you that 

today is Holi, the festival 
of spring.” 

The Holi Festival of Colors
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“You have a special festival just for spring?” Zeke asked confused.  “So, people shoot each other 
with water guns and throw colored powders today?” 

“Let me show you Holi, Zeke,” said Bindi leading the group down the street. Zeke saw that 
everyone was so colorful! It was like a crayon box had melted and been poured out on India. 
People were throwing water balloons and dancing around to music. There was laughter and 
excitement all around.   

“There are lots of different kinds of food that we eat today, ” Bindi said. “But my very favorite 

is a sweet pastry made with coconut powder, powdered sugar, and dried fruits and nuts. 

It is usually made once a year during Holi.”

“Sounds dee-lish!” said Googly. 

“It is!” agreed Bindi.

Several people playfully threw colored water on the group of friends. Each one of them was 
soaked! They laughed as they saw how funny they looked with different colors all over their bodies.  



“There is no Jew or Greek, slave or 
free, male or female; for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus.” 
Galations 3:28
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Zeke thought Holi was really interesting but he had a 
question. “So, why do you celebrate spring this way?”

he asked. 

“We like to enjoy all the many pretty 
colors of spring after winter is finished,” Bindi 
explained. “Also, today is special because 
everyone plays together whether they are rich or 
poor, young or old, man or woman.” 

“So, does that mean that a poor person can throw 
paint on a rich person and not get into trouble?” 

asked Googly. 

“Yes,” Bindi replied, “Today, we are all equal.”

“The Bible says that God sees all people as the same all the time. No one is greater than 
anyone else. We all are His children and He loves us,” Zeke said.  

Googly smiled and said, “So, since we are all equal all the time in Jesus, does that mean that 
I can throw paint on any of you any day of the year? I don’t have to wait until the Holi! Now 
where can I get a water gun?”



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Butterfly Stained Glass Craft 
(visit the site here happyclippings.com)

Supplies:

• dark cardstock paper

• colored tissue paper

• contact paper

• scissors

• butterfly template

• pencil (for the younger children you may want to have the butterfly outlines cut out of cardstock before
you begin)

Before you Begin:

Start by talking to the children about butterflies. Share with them how God transforms the caterpillar into a 
beautiful butterfly. In a similar way, He can transform our lives into something beautiful if we allow Him.

Directions:

*For the younger children, it would be easier to start with the butterfly shapes cut out and ready for them before
they begin. The older children may like to cut out their own butterfly design.

Take your butterfly template and trace it onto cardstock. Cut out two copies of your butterfly from the card 
stock including two separate middle pieces for the butterfly. Lay your design on top of the sticky part of a piece 
of contact paper. Have the children cut out squares of all the different colors of contact paper. (Cutting can be 
done ahead to save time if necessary). Students  can then create their own colorful butterfly design by placing 
the tissue paper on the contact paper inside the butterfly design. When they are finished, place another piece of 
contact paper sticky side down on top of the butterfly. Press down well to make sure it is all stuck together. Cut 
out the butterfly design from the contact paper. They can then punch a hole in the top and hang it with ribbon 
or tape it to a window. Just like our butterflies look more beautiful in the light of the sun, we are lovelier in God’s 
sight when we allow His light to shine through us.  

http://www.happyclippings.com/2013/04/stained-glass-butterflies-kids-craft.html
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Grades
5-6
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Zeke was walking with his friends down a dirt road in Bindi’s Indian 
village home when suddenly a spray of water hit him in the back.  

Zeke twirled around and came face to face with a group of young boys 
carrying water guns.  At least he thought they were boys. They looked like 
they had walked through a rainbow. They were covered from head to toe 
in colored powders.  

“Gotcha!” they squealed in glee! They quickly squirted Zeke’s chest and threw colored 
powders on him before cheerfully skipping down the road in search of their next victim.  

“Bindi!” Zeke yelled out in disbelief as he looked down at his now colorful but very wet 
clothes. Bindi the cow, Kandy the gecko, Googly the monkey and Jatra the mongoose stepped 
out from behind the fruit cart where they had been hiding from the boys. They could not 
contain their laughter as they looked at poor Zeke’s surprised face.  

“Happy Holi!” they sang out 
in unison.  

Zeke relaxed a little noticing 
his friends were not alarmed by 
this strange behavior. 

The Festival of Colors
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“I am so sorry Zeke!” apologized Bindi. “I forgot to tell you that today is Holi, the festival 
of spring.”  

“You have a special festival just for spring?”  Zeke asked confused.  “So, people shoot each 
other with water guns and throw colored powders today?” 

“Let me show you Holi, Zeke,” said Bindi leading the group into the main market area of his 
hometown. Zeke saw that everyone was plastered with paint. It was like a crayon box had melted 
and been poured out on India! People were tossing water balloons and loud music was playing as 
people danced around, obviously enjoying the day.  

“There are lots of different kinds of food that we eat during  Holi, ” Bindi said. “My very 
favoriteis a sweet pastry made with coconut powder, powdered sugar, and dried fruits and nuts. 

It is usually made once a year during Holi.”

“Sounds dee-lish!” said Googly. 

“It is!” agreed Bindi

“I haven’t participated in a Holi festival in ages,” Bindi told her friends. 

“Why?” Kandy asked. “It looks like lots of fun.” 

“As a little girl, I was always a little bit 
scared by the big bonfires they light at night 
to ward off evil,” Bindi explained.“But I love 

the celebration of spring, and I especially love 
the food!”
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“So, when do we eat?” asked Googly, dreaming of 
gobbling up some of the coconut sweets being sold. 

Just then, Kandy got hit with a water balloon with 
purple paint inside. 

“You make a nice purple gecko, Kandy,” Jatra said 
giggling just as a water balloon splattered at his feet, 
turning him a nice shade of green. 

“Gee, thanks, Jatra!” said a bewildered Kandy. “I can see you are green with envy.” 

“Well, at least I am still my normal handsome self!” Googly boasted. He had just finished his 
sentence when a man came by on a motorcycle and threw a bucket full of blue water on him. 

“Aw, Googly, why so blue?” Jatra said jokingly. 

Zeke was really enjoying the fun, but he had a question. “So, why do you celebrate spring this 
way?” he asked. 

“Spraying one another with paint, powder or colored water is one of the highlights of Holi. 
Winter is finished so we like to get outside and focus on the beautiful colors of spring. We also 
ask forgiveness from anyone we may have hurt. It is a day for new beginnings.”  

“I like that,” said Kandy with a smile. 
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“Yeah,” agreed Zeke. “It reminds me of Jesus. The Bible tells us if we trust in Jesus then he 
takes our old self and makes it something new.” Zeke looked at his paint splattered friends in 
front of him and laughed. “When I think of Holi I will remember how Jesus makes us new 
because you all definitely look different from my old friends, Bindi, Kandy, Googly and Jatra.” 

They all looked at each other and laughed. Bindi spoke up, “Um, Zeke, I have to tell you that 
you do not really look like yourself either.” 

“You are right!” said Zeke. “Well, we know only Jesus can transform us on the inside. But it 
seems we can do a lot to change how we look on the outside!” Zeke picked up a water balloon 
from a bucket nearby and playfully threw it at his friends. 

“Hey!” they yelled in surprise, wiping water from their heads. Zeke took off running through 
the busy street as his friends followed behind with their own balloons to throw. 

Only Googly stayed behind. He had 
been waiting all day for this moment. 

“Finally, time to eat!” Googly 
said happily as he sank his teeth into 
the treat. “Yum, now this is worth 
celebrating!” 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!” 
2 Corinthians 5:17
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Same but Different
Supplies:

Create different sections of the room for children to go to. Hula hoops, tables, balls, etc, can be used to make 
unique spaces. 

Directions:

One person will call out different physical characteristics or interests. The children must then run to the 
mentioned area as quickly as possible if it pertains to them. For example, the leader might say, “If you have 
brown hair go to the bulletin board.” The brown haired children must quickly go to the bulletin board. The list 
then goes on as long as desired. Some category options are:

• Hair color

• Glasses

• Braces

• Play a Sport

• Play an Instrument

• Likes Math

• Different Eye Colors

To finish have the children all come into one group by calling out, “Everyone that is loved by God come to the 
middle of the room.” When you have all the children together then ask them to tell you some of the ways they 
are all alike. Examples: everyone sins, everyone is born and dies, God loves everyone, and everyone needs to 
trust in God. Remind them that we are different on the outside and in our interests and gifts but God loves us all 
and we all need God.
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Parent/Teacher’s Guide

“The Holi Festival of Colors”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool-Grade 4: Children will learn about the South Asian festival of spring called Holi. They will learn to enjoy how 
God has made each of us different yet He loves us each the same. 

Grades 5-6: Children will learn about the South Asian festival of spring called Holi. They will learn that though we can do 
a lot to change the way we appear on the outside, God is the only one who transforms our heart.  

Opening Activity Suggestions
Preschool- Grade 4: 

Talk to the children about spring. Tell them that after the winter God brings spring. Spring brings lots of new life that we 
can see all around us. Ask the children if they can tell you some of the things God has made that we enjoy in the spring. 
Some examples are flowers, green leaves on the trees, the appearance of different animals and birds, etc. The following 
activity emphasizes the colors of spring and gives children a fun activity similar to what people do during Holi. 

“Spring Toss”

• Materials: pastel pieces of paper wadded up into balls

• Instructions: Divide the class into 2 teams and place a boundary line on the floor in between them.  Place equal
numbers of “spring” balls on the floor of each side. When the teacher says, “Go!” each team tries to get as many of
the colored paper balls into the opposing teams section as possible before time is finished. When the teacher says,
“Stop!” everyone must freeze or they get extra points at the end. Count the balls on each side and the team with
the least number of balls/points wins.

Grades 5-6

“Same but Different”

• Materials: Create different sections of the room for children to go to. Hula hoops, tables, balls, etc, can be used to
make unique spaces.

Instructions: One person will call out different physical characteristics or interests. The children must then run to the 
mentioned area as quickly as possible if it pertains to them. For example, the leader might say, “If you have brown hair 
go to the bulletin board.” The brown haired children must quickly go to the bulletin board. The list then goes on as long 
as desired. Some category options are:

• Hair color

• Glasses

• Braces

• Play a Sport

• Play an Instrument

•
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• Different Eye Colors

To finish have the children all come into one group by calling out, “Everyone that is loved by God come to the middle 
of the room.” When you have all the children together then ask them to tell you some of the ways they are all alike. 
Examples: everyone sins, everyone is born and dies, God loves everyone, and everyone needs to trust in God. Remind 
them that we are different on the outside and in our interests and gifts but God loves us all and we all need God.
Background Information

For All Ages:

This package involves many of the Caravan characters, including Zeke, a boy from America; Googly, a monkey from India; 
Bindi, a cow from India; Kandy, a gecko from Sri Lanka; and Jatra, a mongoose from Bangladesh. For more information 
and profiles of the Caravan characters, visit caravanfriends.org

The Stories:
The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

For Preschool-Grade 4: Telling the story

Zeke is visiting his friend Bindi’s Indian hometown when suddenly he is sprayed with water guns, and colored powders 
are thrown on him. He learns that today is Holi, the festival of spring. Bindi, Googly, Jatra and Kandy go with Zeke to look 
around and see all that is taking place during the  Holi festival. Zeke learns that Holi is a special day when everyone is 
treated equally. Men and women, old and young, poor and rich all go out anf throw water and paints on each other. Zeke 
reflects on how the Bible teaches that God does not see us as being better than another. He sees us all as His children and 
He loves us. The lesson is that we are all equal before God. 

For Grades 5-6: Telling the story

Zeke is visiting his friend Bindi’s Indian hometown when suddenly he is sprayed with water guns and colored powders 
are thrown on him. He learns that today is Holi, the festival of spring. Bindi, Googly, Jatra and Kandy go with Zeke to look 
around and see all that is taking place during the festival  of Holi. Bindi shares that Holi is a time to ask forgiveness from 
those they have hurt. He says it is a day for new beginnings. Zeke shares with his friends about  how the Bible teaches that 
God takes our old self and makes us new in Him. Zeke laughs at how different they all look covered in paint. The lesson is 
that people can do a lot to change how they appear on the outside but only God can make us new on the inside. 

Bible Verses:
Preschool

• Teach children Galartions 3:28b

• Say: "for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Grades 1-4:

• Teach children Galations 3:28.

• Say:  “There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. “

http://caravanfriends.org/adventures/meet-the-friends/


CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Grades 5-6:

• Teach children 2 Corinthians 5:17.

• Say:  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

Closing Activity Suggestions:
Preschool:  

“Caravan Holi Painting Page”

• Materials: Picture to paint from “Holi-Festival of Colors” story package, finger paints, wet cloths for cleaning

• Instructions: Give each child a picture to paint. The picture has many paint “splotches” that the children can
creatively paint with different colors to look like Holi. Give each child a piece of paper or small sauce cups with
different color finger paint. Let them finger paint each of the different paint splotches on the characters from the
story. When they are finished wipe their hands off and let their creations dry. The finished picture can be taken home
as a fun reminder of the story.

Grades1-6

“Butterfly Stained Glass Craft” (visit the site here happyclippings.com)

• Materials: Dark cardstock paper, colored tissue paper, contact paper, scissors, butterfly template, and pencil (for the
younger children you may want to have the butterfly outlines cut out of cardstock before you begin)

• Before you Begin: Start by talking to the children about butterflies. Share with them how God transforms the
caterpillar into a beautiful butterfly. In a similar way, He can transform our lives into something beautiful if we allow
Him.

• Instructions: *For the younger children, it would be easier to start with the butterfly shapes cut out and ready for
them before they begin. The older children may like to cut out their own butterfly design.

Take your butterfly template and trace it onto cardstock. Cut out two copies of your butterfly from the card stock
including two separate middle pieces for the butterfly. Lay your design on top of the sticky part of a piece of contact
paper. Have the children cut out squares of all the different colors of contact paper. (Cutting can be done ahead to
save time if necessary). Students  can then create their own colorful butterfly design by placing the tissue paper on
the contact paper inside the butterfly design. When they are finished, place another piece of contact paper sticky
side down on top of the butterfly. Press down well to make sure it is all stuck together. Cut out the butterfly design
from the contact paper. They can then punch a hole in the top and hang it with ribbon or tape it to a window. Just
like our butterflies look more beautiful in the light of the sun, we are lovelier in God’s sight when we allow His light
to shine through us.

Optional Activity:
All Grades:  

“Water Balloon Toss”

• Materials: Water balloons, change of clothes for the kids

• Instructions: In the true spirit of Holi, it would be fun if it were a nice warm time of year to have water balloon time.
Allow the children to run and play and throw water balloons of all colors to re-enact the fun of Holi.

http://www.happyclippings.com/2013/04/stained-glass-butterflies-kids-craft.html
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Closing Prayer
Preschool (Ages 3-5)

Thank you, Jesus, for making us and loving us. I pray that the people in South Asia will know that You love them. 

Grades 1-4

Thank you, Lord, for creating us each different yet loving us each the same. I pray that the people of South Asia will come 
to know Jesus as their Savior and feel His love.  

Grades 5-6

Dear God, I thank you that you are our Creator. Thank you that we each have different gifts and abilities and are each 
unique. Thank you that you can take our sinful hearts and transform them into something new. Please do that in my life 
and in the lives of the people of South Asia. 



Meet the Caravan Friends
What: Boy
Knows: Christianity
Country: USA

What: Cobra
Knows: Hinduism
Country: India

What: Rhino
Knows: Islam
Country: Indonesia

What: Cow
Knows: Hinduism
Country: India

What: Yak
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Bhutan

What: Monkey
Knows: Animism
Country: any

What: Elephant
Knows: Sikhism
Country: India

What: Mongoose
Knows: Islam
Country: Bangladesh

What: Gecko
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Sri Lanka

What:  Sun Bear
Knows: Islam
Country: Malaysia

What: Seagull
Knows: Islam
Country: The Maldives

What: Turtle
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Thailand

What: Tiger
Knows: Hinduism
Country: Nepal

What: Camel
Knows: Islam
Country: Pakistan

What: Giant Panda
Knows: Buddhism
Country: China

What: Crane
Knows: Shintoism
Country: Japan

What: Red Squirrel
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Korea

What: Racehorse
Knows: Animism
Country: Mongolia
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