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Parent/Teacher Guide

“Tam Tam’s Bowl”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool - Grade 4
The children will learn about life in a village in Thailand AND about being 
thankful in all circumstances. 

Grades 5-6
The children will learn about life in a village in Thailand, about what Buddhists believe, 
and about being thankful in all circumstances. 

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool - Grade 4
Students will color a picture of a bamboo hut. Ask the students the following questions: 
What it would be like to live in a bamboo hut? How would you sleep? What noises would you hear? What animals would 
come into your house? What would it be like to sleep on a mat? What if you had to sleep in the same room or on the 
same mat as their mom and dad? 
OR, if time and materials permit, build a small “hut” out of wood, rope or whatever cheap items you have. Make the floor 
and walls where they are not “air-tight” but you can see easily through the walls to the outside. The roof can be made of 
tree branches, plastic or anything around the house. 

Grades 1-4
Students will color a map of Asia. Help them color in the country of Thailand. 
Ask the students the following questions.:
How many of you have been camping? Where did you go? What was it like? What did you not like? Did you sleep well? 
What it would be like to live in a bamboo hut? How would you sleep? What noises would you hear? What animals would 
come into your house? What would it be like to sleep on a mat? What if you had to sleep in the same room or on the 
same mat as your mom and dad? 
OR, if time and materials permit, build a small “hut” out of wood, rope or whatever cheap items you have. Make the floor 
and walls where they are not “air-tight” but you can see easily through the walls to the outside. The roof can be made of 
tree branches, plastic or anything around the house. 

Grades 5-6
Students will color a map of Asia. Help them color in the country of Thailand. 
Ask the students the following questions:
How many of you have been camping? Where did you go? What was it like? What did you not like? Did you sleep well? 
What it would be like to live in a bamboo hut? How would you sleep? What noises would you hear? What animals would 
come into your house? What would it be like to sleep on a mat? What if you had to sleep in the same room or on the 
same mat as your mom and dad? 
OR, if time and materials permit, build a small “hut” out of wood, rope or whatever cheap items you have. Make the floor 
and walls where they are not “air-tight” but you can see easily through the walls to the outside. The roof can be made of 
tree branches, plastic or anything around the house. 
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Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Zeke [ZEE’k]
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 
as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org). 

Ragha [Rag’hah]
Ragha is an Asian Brown Tortoise. Please read Ragha’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org) and explain 
the character to the students. 

 The Stories:
The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

Preschool: Give Thanks in all Circumstances
Grades 1-4:  Give Thanks in all Circumstances
Grades 5-6:  Only God has the Power to Forgive Sins

Preschool:
In the story Zeke learns to be thankful in all circumstances. Tell the story of Paul and Silas in prison from Acts 16: 19-34. 
“One day Paul and Silas were telling people about Jesus. Some people didn’t like that they were telling others about Jesus 
so they put Paul and Silas in prison. Not only that, they beat them and put their hands and feet in chains! In the middle of 
the night, do you know what Paul and Silas were doing? They were praying and singing hymns to God! They were giving 
thanks to God! Isn’t that amazing? Suddenly, God caused an earthquake to shake the prison and the prison door opened! 
What do you think happened? What would you have done? Paul and Silas didn’t run away. They stayed inside the prison. 
When the prison guard saw that Paul and Silas had not run away, he was amazed. He couldn’t believe their God was 
powerful enough to cause an earthquake and that they hadn’t run away. The prison guard immediately chose to believe 
in Jesus. Then the prison guard took Paul and Silas to his home, his whole family believed and they were all baptized that 
night. Afterwards, they all ate together and joyfully praised God for how Paul and Silas were rescued and the prison guard 
and his family chose to believe in Jesus.”

Grades 1-4:
In the story Zeke learns to be thankful in all circumstances. Tell the story of Paul and Silas in prison from Acts 16: 19-34. 
“One day Paul and Silas were telling people about Jesus. They healed a slave woman who was possessed by an evil spirit. 
When the owners of the slave woman found out that she had been healed, they became angry. Because she was healed, 
she no longer could tell fortunes and so they could not make money.  They called the authorities and had Paul and Silas 
thrown into prison. Not only that, they beat them and put their hands and feet in chains! In the middle of the night, do 
you know what Paul and Silas were doing? They were praying and singing hymns to God! They were giving thanks to 
God! Isn’t that amazing? Suddenly, God caused an earthquake to shake the prison and the prison doors opened! What 
do you think happened? What would you have done? Paul and Silas didn’t run away. They stayed inside the prison. When 
the prison guard saw that Paul and Silas had not run away, he was amazed. He had been afraid they would run away. If 
they had run away, he would be held responsible. He couldn’t believe Paul and Silas’ God was powerful enough to cause 
an earthquake and that they hadn’t run away. The prison guard immediately chose to believe in Jesus. Then the prison 
guard took Paul and Silas to his home, his whole family believed and they were all baptized that night. Afterwards, they 
all ate together and joyfully praised God for how Paul and Silas were rescued and the prison guard and his family chose to 
believe in Jesus.”

Grades 5-6:
In Mark 2: 1-12 is the story of the paralytic. Have the students read together, act out it out, or have a teacher tell the story 
of the four friends who bring a paralytic man to Jesus. 
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From this story, we can see:
1. Only God has the power to forgive sins. 
2. Jesus is God and therefore has power to forgive sin. 
3. We can receive forgiveness of sin only by putting faith in Jesus and following Him. 

In the story Zeke and Ragha, we learned that in Buddhism people try to do good things or actions (good merit) to 
outweigh the bad things or actions they do (bad merit). Tam Tam, Ragha’s neighbor, became a monk.  Children from 
Buddhist families (especially boys) become monks at least one time in their life (this could last a week, a month, months or 
for some longer). Buddhists believe if their sons become monks for a time that they can earn good merit for their parents. 
At the end of a Buddhist’s life, they believe that the amount of their good merit vs. bad merit will be evaluated and that 
will determine where they will be in their next life. You can never completely get rid of your bad merit or sin, but you carry 
it throughout each life you live.

forgiven and removed! In Ephesians 2:8 it says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith---and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” Because we are sinners, we cannot earn our 
salvation. We cannot do enough good things to forgive our sins. We depend only upon the grace of God. When we choose 
to repent of our sins and believe and follow Jesus, we are free from the punishment of sin.  

Bible Verses:
Preschool
Teach children 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV
Say:  “Give thanks in all circumstances.” 

Grades 1-4
Teach children 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV
Say:  “Give thanks in all circumstances.” 

Grades 5-6
Teach children 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV or Ephesians 2:8, NIV 
Say:  “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus,”  or  “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith---and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool
Giving Thanks Tree

Materials:
• Crayons
• Construction paper or simple white paper
• Print out memory verse to glue on their picture
• Glue sticks (You can also prepare paper with the memory verse already glued on before class to save time.)

Ask students to think of three things they are thankful for. Have them draw a picture of each thing. Then have a few 
children share their pictures of what they are thankful for. 

Optional:
You could also create a “Giving Thanks” Tree on the wall or using an old Christmas tree. Let the students draw pictures of 
things they are thankful for on leaf-shaped paper, or Bible-shaped paper and then put them in the tree. 
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Grades 1-4:
Comic Strip Story

Materials:
• White paper (simple copier paper is best)
• Crayons, markers, etc

Option 1
1. Have students re-create the Zeke and Ragha story, or the Bible story as a comic strip. 
2. Take the white paper. Fold in half, then in half again, then one more time. Pull out and you should have 8 small 

squares folded on the paper. This is your comic strip. The first square is a “Story Title” page, the last is “what I learned” 
page. 

Option 2
1. Have the students create a comic strip about a time in their life when they encountered a problem. Then, ask them 

to show how they were thankful in the midst of their problem. Or if they weren’t thankful, how they COULD have 
been thankful. 

2. Take the white paper. Fold in half, then in half again, then one more time. Pull out and you should have 8 small 
squares folded on the paper. This is your comic strip. 

Grades 5-6:
See To See Htoo Game (a game from Myanmar/Burma)

Closing Prayer
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Pray for the things that the children listed that they are thankful for. If time permits, let the children themselves pray and 
thank God for those things.   

Grades 1-4
Pray that the Buddhist people of Thailand will some day believe that Jesus has died on the cross for all of their sins.

Grades 5-6
Pray that the Buddhist people of Thailand will some day believe that Jesus has died on the cross for all of their sins (their 
bad merit) and there is nothing they can do to earn their salvation. 
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Ragha has a heart as big and solid as the shell on her back. She may be 
quiet and shy but, whenever one of her friends needs encouragement, 
she happily speaks up. 
A few years ago, Ragha wasn’t as happy as she is now. She moves too 
slowly to play many games with her friends. She also doesn’t like to read 
and isn’t good at math, so she doesn’t do very well in school. Ragha felt 
like a failure. 
She thought that maybe, even if she couldn’t play games or make good 
grades, she could do good things to make up for her mistakes, like her 
Buddhist friends. So, Ragha tried to do a lot of good. But she still felt 
like she did so many bad things that the good didn’t matter. Ragha felt 
hopeless.
Then, one of her friends at school told her about Jesus. She said Jesus 
is the Son of God and that He came to Earth to pay for all of the bad 
things that everyone does. Jesus did this because He loves each of us! 
Since then, Ragha has told all her family and friends about Jesus. She 
likes to go with her family to share about Jesus with the poor and sick 
because she wants to help anyone who may think no one loves them. She 
wants them to know that’s not true because God loves them very much.
Thailand. The Kingdom of Thailand sits in 
Southeast Asia, bordered by Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia and Malaysia. Most Thai people are 
Buddhist, 95 percent. The country was called 
“Siam” until 1939, when the government 
changed the name. Officials wanted to celebrate 
the fact that, unlike Myanmar and Cambodia, 
no larger nations had ever controlled it. “Thai” 
means “free” in the country’s language.
Buddhism. Buddhists believe that there is no 
God. They teach that the way to be happy is 
to live a simple life because “things” only cause 
suffering. They believe in reincarnation – that 
after we die we are reborn as a different person 
or animal. They also teach that all the good and 
bad that we do in this life carry over to the next.

[Rag’hah] a Thai word meaning “worth”
Ragha

Tortoise. The Asian Brown 
Tortoise, one of the giant 
tortoises living in Asia, lives in the 
broadleaf and tropical rainforests 
of South and Southeast Asia 
in countries such as Thailand, 
India, Bangladesh, Myanmar and 
Indonesia. They normally eat 
vegetables, herbs, seedling grasses, 
fruit and fungi. Experts call the 
Asian Brown Tortoise unique 
because the females make good 
mothers and protect their eggs, 
unlike other tortoises.

Ragha

But God shows his 
love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  

Romans 5:8 (NLT)
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Preschool
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Zeke was really tired and not very 
happy. It had been a long night. With no 
power in Ragha’s family’s bamboo hut, 
Zeke didn’t sleep at all. It was just too hot 
too sleep and the mosquitoes had bit him 
all over. 

 Zeke slowly stood up. The room 
started spinning. 

 “WHOA!!” cried Zeke as he fell down. At top tortoise speed, Ragha 
slid across the room right behind Zeke 

just in time to break Zeke’s fall with 
her big shell. 

 “Are you ok, Zeke?” 
Ragha asked.

 “Ragha! I don’t 
feel right. I feel so 
weak, and my body is 
achy all over!” Zeke 

moaned. Zeke really 
wanted to go home. He had 

come to Thailand to talk about 
Jesus with Ragha’s friend, but now 

Tam Tam's Bowl



“Give thanks in all 
circumstances” 
1 Thessalonians 5:18
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he felt too sick. He felt like he was going to cry. But, he didn’t want to 
cry in front of Ragha.   

 Zeke felt Ragha’s claw on his shoulder. 

 “It’s ok, Zeke. We all have rough days when we are sick and tired. 
Jesus got tired too and even cried! My mother always tells me when I am 
sad to thank God for all the things that I don’t like. By the time I am 

 Zeke sighed. “Ragha, your mother is right! In the Bible, God tells 
us to ‘Give thanks in all circumstances’” said Zeke. 

 “Today, I am thankful for my mosquito bites. I am thankful for 
feeling sick … but, I am especially thankful for you, Ragha. You are 
such an encouraging friend!” smiled Zeke. 
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 

“Give 
thanks in all 

circumstances.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

“Give 
thanks in all 

circumstances.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

“Give 
thanks in all 

circumstances.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

“Give 
thanks in all 

circumstances.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

“Give 
thanks in all 

circumstances.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

“Give 
thanks in all 

circumstances.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18 
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