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Parent/Teacher Guide

“Carp Kites and Fine Arts”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool - Grade 6
The children will learn about Japan and be introduced to Tancho, the red-crowned 
crane. Children will learn that Christians can be missionaries wherever they are. 
Whatever we do can be done for the glory of God. 

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool 
Carp Kite Flagpole

Materials:
• One sheet of paper for each child (with flagpole pre-printed on sheet); enough 

carp cut-outs (see attachment) for each child to have one for each member of 
their family

• washable crayons or markers
• glue

Instructions:
• Carp is a kind of fish. Each season, carp must fight with all their strength to swim upstream against the current. In 

Japan, carp represent strength and courage and are hung on flagpoles to encourage Japanese children to be strong 
and courageous. Anyone can tell how large a Japanese family is by the number and color of carp kites displayed on 
their flagpole.

• For this activity, kids will color and paste the same number of carp on their flagpole as members in their family. As 
the children are coloring, talk about how God told Joshua to be “strong and courageous” in Joshua 1. The carp kite 
can remind them to be strong and courageous even when things in life are hard.

• Pass out a flagpole sheet to each child. Provide each child with the correct number of carp. Use the following color 
guide for coloring the carp; then glue carp to the flagpole:

Father’s kites are black.
Mother’s kites are red.
Son’s kites are blue.
Daughters kites are pink.

Grades 1-4
Carp Color By Number Sheet

Materials:
• One sheet of paper for each child (with flagpole pre-printed on sheet); enough carp color by number cut-outs (see 

attachment) for each child to have one for each member of their family
• washable crayons or markers
• glue
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Instructions:
• Carp is a kind of fish. Each season, carp must fight with all their strength to swim upstream against the current. In 

Japan, carp represent strength and courage and are hung on flagpoles to encourage Japanese children to be strong 
and courageous. Anyone can tell how large a Japanese family is by the number and color of carp kites displayed on 
their flagpole. 

• For this activity, kids will color-by-number and paste the same number of carp on their flagpole as members in their 
family. As the children are coloring, talk about how God told Joshua to be “strong and courageous” in Joshua 1. The 
carp kite can remind them to be strong and courageous even when things in life are hard.

• Pass out a flagpole sheet to each child. Provide each child with the correct number of carp. Have the children color 
the carp by number; then glue carp to the flagpole.

Grades 5-6
Enjoy Japanese Food!
If possible, it would be great for older kids to taste (and perhaps even cook) some Japanese food. Some common foods to 
enjoy together could be rice, tempura (batter-fried meat and vegetables), ramen noodles, and ocha (Japanese green tea). 
Use bowls and chopsticks to enjoy your food. Below is a recipe for tempura batter. This batter is enough to coat four cups 
of vegetables or one pound of fish or diced meat.

Tempura Batter:
• 3⁄4 cup cornstarch 
• 1⁄4 cup flour 
• 1  teaspoon baking powder 
• 1⁄2 teaspoon salt 
• 1⁄4 teaspoon pepper 
• 1⁄4 cup water 
• 1  egg, slightly beaten

In bowl mix first five ingredients; add water and egg and then stir until smooth.

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

This package involves Zeke; Tancho, a red-crowned crane from Japan; Juju, a squirrel from South Korea and Tai Shan, 
a panda bear from China. For more information and profiles of the Caravan characters, visit http://caravanfriends.org/
adventures/meet-the-friends/.

The Stories:
The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. The children themselves can also act out the characters. Another 
option is to print the stories for the children and allow them to follow along.  

Preschool: Carp Kites and Fine Arts
Grades 1-4:  Carp Kites and Fine Arts
Grades 5-6:   Carp Kites and Fine Arts

Bible Verses:
Preschool
“Do all to the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31

Grades 1-6
“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31, ESV
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Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool - Grade 4
Sprout a Bean Plant

Materials:
• Three beans 
• One paper towel
• One Ziploc bag per child 
• Water in a spray bottle

Instructions:
• Have the children fold their paper towels and place them inside the Ziploc bag. Then have them take turns spraying 

the paper towel until saturated. Place the beans inside the bag and seal. Explain to the children that the beans need 
sunlight to germinate and grow. Instruct them to keep their paper towel wet. Within a few days, they will notice their 
bean changing and sprouting! 

• This activity can be used to teach them small things we do (like saying a kind word) can grow like these beans and 
become something big. Invite the children to bring their plants back in after they have sprouted. 

Grades 5-6:
Write Japanese

Materials:
• Pens or Pencils
• Paper (see attachment)

Instructions:
• 

communicate meaning. Look at the pictures (attached) and try writing the Japanese characters for these words. 

Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
“Thank you Jesus that we can do everything for You.”

Grades 1-4

Grades 5-6

one of us point other people to You in whatever we do. Thank You for taking the small things we do and growing them 
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Grades
5-6
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“Now listen up boys and, er, animals,” Tancho the red crowned crane 
said as he tapped his walking stick on the ground. He looked over his 
glasses to observe the group of caravan friends before him. “The park is 
just ahead and it will be crowded. We must stay together the entire time.” 

Zeke scratched his head. “Now where is this again?” he asked.

Juju the squirrel gave a huge sigh at his friend’s question. “It’s Tokyo. 
Tokeeeyyyooo. You know, the biggest city in Japan? The capital city?” 

“I know that, you silly,” Zeke said. “I meant the name of the park we 
are visiting. I have a hard time pronouncing it.”

“If you think that’s hard, just wait until you try to learn the names 
of the foods,” Tai Shan the panda bear said. “Which gives me an idea. 
Maybe we should practice some before lunch. I mean, we sure wouldn’t want to miss lunch. 
There’s tempura for batter fried meat and veggies, and oyako domburi means eggs scrambled with 
bits of meat, and ocha is …”

Zeke groaned. “You’re giving me a headache! I’ll 
just let you do all the talking seeing as you know 

everything!”

“You will all do just fine,” Tancho 
reassured the group of friends. “Besides, I’ll 
be with you and Mr. Davis will show us 
around and make sure we eat.”

Zeke, Tancho, Juju and Tai Shan 
entered the park to find Mr. Davis. 

 “Wow! This place IS packed! Are 
there always this many people at the 

Carp Kites and Fine Arts
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park?” Zeke asked Tancho.

Tancho laughed. “There are always many 
people here, Zeke, but we are used to it. 
This is what life is like in a big Asian city!”

“There sure are a lot of kids here with 
those fish thingys,” Tai Shan commented.

“Yes, today is May 5, Children’s Day in 
Japan. On Children’s Day, kids like to make 
carp kites to celebrate. “

“Oh look!” Juju cried. “I see a tent! Do 
you think it’s Mr. Davis’? Can we go over to 

see?”

Tancho smiled at Juju’s excitement. “Sure, let’s go!”

At the tent, Tancho introduced his friends to Mr. Davis. Mr. Davis looked very important in 
his long-tailed suit and shiny black shoes. His eyes were kind, though, 
and he bowed graciously as he greeted each of his guests. 

“Mr. Davis is an American who runs the Tokyo Academy of Fine 
Arts,” Tancho told Zeke and the other caravan friends.

“But I thought Mr. Davis was a missionary,” Zeke blurted out. “I 
didn’t know he was a business man!” 

“I happen to be both, Zeke,” Mr. Davis explained. “I trained as a 
concert pianist in the States. But I am also a Christian. I want to use the 
abilities God gave me to share Jesus with others who don’t know Him. 

The Academy is how I can play the piano and 
tell others about Jesus, too. 
Oh, look! Here comes Mr. 
Goto. Let me introduce you!”

Mr. Goto hurried toward 
them and bowed deeply as 
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he was introduced. Mr. Davis explained 
how Mr. Goto became a follower of 
Jesus. “Mr. Goto was a conductor for 
one of our concerts. He was so moved 
by the music, he asked who had written 
it. I explained how God helps me 
compose such beautiful music. Over 
time, I also told him the story of Jesus. 
Now, he is a believer and tells others 
about Jesus too!” 

Mr. Goto smiled and said, “Mr. 
Davis taught me that whatever we do, 
we can do for God. We can all be missionaries wherever we are!” 

“Wow, I never thought about it that way,” Juju said. “Maybe I should work harder at soccer.” 

“It’s a great reason to work hard at everything we do, no matter how young or old we are,” 
Tancho said.

“Is it OK if I work hard at … eating?” Tai Shan asked with a sheepish smile.  

Everybody laughed.

“Well, the Bible says we can even eat and drink to the glory of God,” Mr. Davis said. 

“Speaking of which,” Mr. Davis continued, “I need many helpers to pass out brochures today. 
It is a small thing but we are doing it for the glory of God. Just like we trust Him to make small 
seeds grow into big trees that bear fruit, we also trust Him to make passing out brochures bear 

spiritual fruit!” 

Mr. Davis told the friends he needed their 
help inviting kids to sign up for a free piano 

lesson at the Academy. 

“We will use this as a way to get to know more 
families in Tokyo. We will pray for these families 

and give them excellent lessons. We will also share 
the Good News about Jesus,” Mr. Davis said.



“So whether you eat or drink, 
or whatever you do, do all to the 

glory of God.”   
1 Corinthians 10:31
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Zeke and the caravan friends spent the morning passing out brochures until all the slots 
for free lessons were filled. Then Mr. Davis called them together to pray for the families they 
had met. 

As they prayed, Zeke thought about his family. He thought about the people at his church 
and school. He was suddenly thankful for each person who worked hard at the different 
things they did. 

When they were done praying, Zeke approached Mr. Davis. “Thank you for what you do, 
Mr. Davis. And thank you for working so hard to learn the piano. I can see how your hard 
work is paying off. You are doing something that really matters! I’ve learned so much from 
you today.”

“Thank YOU, Zeke. We all have a part to play. Sometimes your part may seem small, but 
remember, small seeds become big trees! Now I think it’s time I treat you all to lunch!”

“Yesss!” Tai Shan said, pumping his panda paws in the air. “My part was working hard to 
learn these Japanese food words. Now it’s pay off time!”

Laughter rang as Mr. Davis, Zeke, and the 
Caravan friends linked arms and 
headed out of the park.
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Write Japanese
The Japanese use different ways to write their language. One way is called kanji, which uses pictures 
to communicate meaning. Look at the pictures and try writing the Japanese characters for these 
words. You can use the dotted images to practice by tracing, then try on you own!

1. A picture of a 
hand with fingers 
means “hand.”

2. The character for 
“man” shows a 
person’s two legs.

3. The word for “eye” 
looks like this, 
although today it 
is quicker to write 
it up and down.

4. A “mountain” 
has high and 
low points. 

5. A “river” is 
usually drawn 
with several 
curving lines. 

6.  The character 
for “fire” shows 
the flames 
leaping up with 
sparks flying. 

7.  The character for 
the word “wood” 
looks like a tree, 
where wood 
comes from. 
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 

“So whether you 
eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, 
do all to the glory 

of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31

“So whether you 
eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, 
do all to the glory 

of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31

“So whether you 
eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, 
do all to the glory 

of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31

“So whether you 
eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, 
do all to the glory 

of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31

“So whether you 
eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, 
do all to the glory 

of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31

“So whether you 
eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, 
do all to the glory 

of God.” 
1 Corinthians 10:31
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